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LIFE HISTORY THE CALIFORNIA CONDOR 
PART IV.—THE YOUNG CONDOR CAPTIVITY 


WILLIAM FINLEY 


WITH SIX PHOTOGRAPHS BY HERMAN T. BOHI,MAN 


the November issue THE for 1906, gave account finding 
the nest and egg the California Condor californianus). 
issue for January, 1908, gave some historical data and facts about the range 

the bird. Inthe March, 1908, issue, related the observations have collected 
the home life the pair condors have studied. the present paper 
shall tell something the young condor captivity. 

Altho the California Condor the wild state likely lives quite long time, the 
bird captivity rule does not survive many years, nor does have the bril- 
liancy color found the wild specimens. present know but four 
these birds confinement. One, named General, whom shall write, the 
New York Zoological Park. During the winter 1906 saw four the National 
Zoological Park Washington, but last winter there were but three, 
one had died. few years ago condor was kept the Soldiers’ Home, Saw- 
telle, California, and another the Zoological Park Philadelphia, but both 
these are now dead. saw one 1903 Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, which 
was brightly colored. did not know its age the time, but died year 
after that. New York Zoological Society secured one these birds March 14, 
1905, but died October the following year the result swallowing 
rubber band that had been given some visitor. 

had found the condor’s nest March 10, containing one egg. This egg 
hatcht March 22. studied and photographed the young condor his nest 
different intervals the 6th July. Then, when about two-thirds grown, 
made the journey from his home the mountains Portland, Oregon. 
gave him good care the way and stood the trip very well. July ar- 
rived Portland and, for the time being, was given quarters the back yard. 
weighed fifteen pounds. was fed twice day with about pound raw meat 
and given plenty water. Once day was given the freedom the back yard 
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when would flap for exercise, jumping across the yard, using his wings 
help him along. 


When the young condor was home within the rocky walls his cave was 


very savage. Whenever went near lunged about, striking with his bill. Soon 
after was taken from his home, his ferocity gave way fear and then gentle- 
ness. when the dog was lying asleep the yard, the bird walkt and 
nabbed him the ear. every opportunity would pounce upon the dog with 
flap his wings, but the dog never remained fight. One afternoon the bird 
climbed the back steps where the cat was sitting. Pussy didn’t see the condor till 


Fig. GENERAL, THE YOUNG CALIFORNIA CONDOR, THE AGE SIX MONTHS 


he.reacht the top step and was about take bite, when she suddenly awoke with 
fit and jumpt backward into space. 

order study the young condor under favorable conditions and watch 
him closely day day, took him our summer camp the Willamette River. 
placed General, called him, enclosure about twelve fifteen 
feet that made under the trees. gave him the stump old apple tree 
perch on, hut the primordial freedom his race lingered within him, for did not 
like the idea being closed in. him out part each day could get 
plenty evercise, take his bath the creek and warm himself the sun. 
were not releast the usual time, became restless and soon attracted our atten- 
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tion climbing and poking his nose thru The opened 
stalkt out, but always stopt cautiously thoment two outside the gate look 
about. did nothing without deliberation. With several hops went half way 
across the yard, flapping his big wings. Then went thru regular dance, 
celebrating his freedom. stretcht his wings and jumpt straight the air 
several times succession, like Indian the war path; but never said word. 

Contrary expectation, General was cleanly habits. had been fed 
clean fresh meat since was taken from the nest, and soon would take nothing 
else. Several times tried him stale meat, but never took unless com- 
pelled hunger. His preference was undoubtedly for clean fresh beef. Ifa piece 


Fig. 3. GENERAL WAS OFTEN FED BY HAND; HE WAS ALWAYS GENTLE WHEN TREATED KINDLY 


the ground was the least bit dirty, refused it. Several times 
tried him wild game, such squirrel and rabbit; but would not touch 
could get fresh beef. One time gave him nothing but wild game for two days 
and when got some beef made glutton himself. instant went near 
with the beef, smelled and began reaching for hand. gulpt down two 
three pieces and then slipt bite squirrel, but threw out. tried 
mixing the two, but pickt out all the beef. was very fond good bone, 
which often nailed the perch. gnawed with much eagerness dog, 


till not bit meat was left. 
Fresh, running water was luxury the young condor. pattered along 


a 
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the creek for hour was especially attracted any small white 
object, such light-colored rock, bit broken china, piece paper. 
liked play about the hydraulic ram. When decided bathe, got under 
the spouting water and wallowed the pool. never seemed feel thoroly 
washt, for when was soakt thru, stept out for moment and then suddenly 
decided goin again. kept this till could hardly walk, until drove 
him out the water. 

General was playful asa pup. the morning after gave him his break- 
fast wanted play. Down jumpt and pounced upon stick leaf, shook 
his bill, dropt it, just jump upon with both feet and toss again. 
became hilarious the minute got out the enclosure; seemed much 
could hardly control himself. was extremely fond pulling rope. 
often played with him this way. snatcht the rope his bill and sat back 


Fig. 4. GENERAL SUNNING HIMSELF; HE OFTEN SAT ON HIS PERCH BY THE RIVER WITH 
WINGS SPREAD FOR TEN OR FIFTEEN MINUTES AT A TIME 


his haunches with jerk that almost sent one sprawling; then, finding that was 
making headway, jumpt and down, flapping with considerable strength. 

When was first let out, generally made straight for one the tents 
grasp rope and pull back till threatened demolish the whole thing. of- 
ten amused himself this way for some time, and lookt very comical such 
antics. pulled rope along the ground, watcht like kitten after 
string and ambled along catch it. When got tired romping, always 
came get his head rubbed and roll about the ground. had nib- 
bling all the time and liked tug shoe-strings anything else that could 
pull. one was sitting the sun, would lie flat the ground, letting 
his wings fall loose, and nose about perfect content. 

set perch for General out the river bank just beyond our camp, and 
there loved sit the sunshine. seemed enjoy watching the buzzards 
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that almost daily sailed overhead, and the crows that flapt past. birds that 
flew above him were always intensely interested. The buzzards sailed around and 
around, turning their heads watch, but never seemed understand why 
stayed there. ‘The crows were always greatly alarmed and often percht the 
willows and alders nearby caw curiosity, while sat revery, watch- 
ing every move they made. 

was always shy when visitors were about unless could climb one 
his perches out reach. Ordinarily played about the yard, paying atten- 
tion our presence, but the minute saw stranger coming, made all haste 
climb one the perches. was usually afraid strange women, which 
thought was due their manner dress the brighter colors that they wore. 
knew the three members the family their camp clothes, and change dress 


Fig. THE CONDOR SMILE 
Copyrighted, 1907, by H. T. Bohlman and Wm. I. Finley 


always made some change his attitude. 

The camera was bore General. Ordinarily could walk him any 
place about the yard, but when approacht take picture began edge 
away far possible. Perhaps remembered the instrument from his early 
days when was hauled out his nest and when hist defiance being set 
before the camera. was savage state then and fought 
was evident still retained the hatred his younger days. 

Whenever took the and went across the creek split wood, General was 
eager follow. When saw chopping sticks and throwing them pile, 
showed great interest. hopt along till was standing side, jumpt 
one the blocks and waited till finisht. were sawing wood, wanted 
climb top the saw and help. returned camp, sometimes climbed 
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one his perches for time, but soon got tired being alone and came ambling 
back where were. 

One might think person could have little attachment for vulture. There 
nothing treacherous savage the condor nature. General undoutedly felt 
strong love for society. liked petted and amused. preferred 
near rather than alone. His intelligence was surprizing times. soon 
learned follow about and come when called. walkt over the apple tree 
and patted it, climbed immediately. His instinct climb was strong. The 
minute set ladder against tree, would hop. liked climb 
the top stump and fly off. One these stumps was ten feet high. was 


Fig. GENERAL WITH WINGS OUTSTRETCHT, SIDE VIEW 


just learning the use his wings and seemed enjoy the sensation. flew 
the ground only climb and try the same experiment. times flapt his 
wings with such energy that lifted himself into the air. But this was only prac- 
tice, for was still timid about trusting his wings. 

The old condors had shown great love for each other and for their single nest- 
ling. The young condor soon lost his wildness when taken from his native haunts, 
and was now gentle and fond those who cared for him. had fed him 
hand small bits raw meat, from the beginning, and showed intelligence 
that was markt any pet have ever had. loved petted and 
fondled. liked nibble hand, run his nose sleeve, and bite the 
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buttons coat, and was gentler than any pet cat dog. Every move 
made was with care afraid being too rough. course, were scared 
struck at, would strike back. But there was never the least indication savage- 
ness when was well treated. held meat hand, nibbled get it, 
but never once did bite. 

young condor the incarnation ugliness most people. known 
only degenerate and carrion-eater. But there more than this the condor 
nature. readily adapts himself better conditions and rises above the position 
that nature has forced him occupy. ‘The instinct for cleanliness was strong; 
wanted fresh clean meat and fresh running water. 

the condor home far back the mountains saw the display deeper 
love and affection than have ever seen bird life. the absence his own 
kind, General took human companionship not passively, but showed that pleased 
him. Why should such creature revolting? was not ugly tome. was 
not only the outward appearance but the inner nature the bird that learned 
know. was not stupid, contrary some writers. everything. 
had temper and showed anger when there was cause. other times was 
gentle and always ready petted. Behind his rough exterior and his appear- 
ance savageness, this young condor showed nature that was full love and 
gentleness. 

the middle August, General was well fledged except that his breast was 
still covered with gray down. another month this was replaced brown 
feathers. With wings extended, measured over eight feet. weighed twenty 
and half pounds and was forty-six inches length. The wing feathers were 
strong, but they could not yet support his heavy body, for yet could fly buta 
few yards. 

After continued and close study over six months, the young condor had 
grown almost maturity and had carried our observations far the condi- 
tions would allow. September 29, 1906, General left Portland, Oregon, take 
more commodious quarters the New York Zoological Park. During the 
summer kept the flying cage where has room fly about and get plenty 
exercise. During the winter has been kept inside protection from cli- 
mate much colder than that his native land. 

When General first arrived New York, was placed the cage with an- 
other California Condor which was then the Park. The two immediately became 
fast friends and both seemed enjoy company. But less than two weeks after 
that, the first bird died, the present time General has had companion 
his own kind. 

During the month December, 1906, while was New York, went out 
see General and was allowed enter the cage with him. The minute got near 
enough, began nibbling buttons and putting his head under arm. 

did not see the young condor again until December 1908, when was 
New York.. again entered his cage and found him friendly and affectionate 
ever. nibbled the buttons coat and wanted petted. was very 
much surprized find that showed signs bright color about his head, 
was covered with short gray down. had been good health, but the age 
almost three years had not acquired the bright coloring his parents. in- 
teresting note that the head newly-hatcht condor, well that the old 
bird, perfectly bald; yet the head the immature condor for the first few years 
covered with thick coat furry down. 
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FOSSIL BIRDS FROM THE QUATERNARY SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


LOYE HOLMES MILLER 


made known science than the Quaternary beds recently designated Dr. 

Merriam Rancho Brea Formation.’’ Almost certainly 
deposit similar area has yielded greater numbers that group sparingly pre- 
served the paleontologist—the class Aves. 

Ten miles west from the center Los Angeles, California, the great acreage 
Rancho Brea, one time grain and stock ranch, has within decade 
assumed new value. The evidence exposed there from Quaternary time has 
recently been interpreted and forest oil derricks has sprung up, yield 
million dollars’ worth oil annually. But the particular kind evidence indicat- 
ing the deep-lying oil strata becomes interest the scientist because its long 
exposure and the fact that man was not the only animal persistently heedless its 
true nature. The heavy asphalt-bearing oil, forced the surface thru overlying 
strata, accumulated the natural depressions small lakelets oil which, the 
more volatile constituents evaporated, became masses plastic and marvelously 
tenaceous, tar-like substance. 

These tar-pools, when undisturbed, possess the mirror-like surface water and, 
especially night the half light dusk, would readily mistaken for such; 
yet the bird whose wing-tip touches the innocent looking surface, whose foot 
plashes into its margin, surely doomed tho caught the jaws more 
active enemy. rainy season the depression becomes further filled the addi- 
tion super-stratum water which may cover the tar surface depth 
several inches, remaining fairly pure water for some time before becomes polluted 
the rise the lighter constituents the oil‘layer. Animals, small and large, 
wade rashly into the treacherous trap thus baited with that rare luxury the 
region, water. The struggling victim becomes again bait for the predatory forms 
and all turn tempt the final captive, the carrion feeder. 

Today, ages past, the trap work. Barn Owls, Great Blue Herons, 
Meadowlarks and other birds have been noticed the surface pools, still the 
flesh. 

The tar pools Quaternary time have been the slow process natural 
distillation, converted into masses stiff asphalt seamed here and there softer 
seepage cracks like the resin pockets raw This matrix quite 
preservative and fairly easy work, and specimens taken from these beds are 
easily cleaned with gasoline, tho they retain the dark discoloration the asphalt. 
has been the writer’s privilege thru the courtesy the ranch owners, collect 
somewhat this interesting locality. Also the whole the bird material the 
collections the University California has been placed his disposal 
Professor Merriam for careful examination. task describing this great mass 
material little more than begun, but enough has been determined show the 
importance the field. 

Two papers descriptive three new species birds were publisht the 
University Press*. these the reader referred for detailed descriptions; the 
aim here present some the points more general interest. 

Much has been said the remarkable mammalian forms the Quaternary, 
remarkable more for peculiarity form than for peculiarity distribution 


more unique interesting deposit vertebrate fossils was ever 


X Publ. Univ. Calif., Geology, vol..5, nos. 19 & 20, 
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regards mammals today. the asphalt Rancho Brea there have been 
found the gigantic ground sloth, the saber-tootht tiger, camel-like forms, the great 
mastodon and the extinct Pacific horse. such changes have been wrought the 
mammalian fauna the region, what may not look for among birds? 
antiquity the group precludes the likelihood discovering the Quaternary, 
any form which might considered ancestral. expectancy then 
centers the main questions distribution and the occurrence unusual 
extinct forms. The following list species thus far identified, with the num- 
ber individuals each found certain un-assorted part the University col- 
lection. 

Gymnogyps californianus. California Condor, 

Catharista occidentalis. Western Black Vulture, 

Cathartes aura. Vulture, 

chrysaetos. Golden Eagle, 

Buteo borealis. Red-tailed Hawk, 

Indeterminate buteonid, 

Indeterminate falconid, 

Circus hudsonius. Marsh Hawk, 

pratincola. Barn Owl, 

Asio. Owl, 

accipitrinus. Short-eared Owl, 

Speotyto. Burrowing Owl (?), 

Bubo virginianus. Great Horned Owl, 

Anser. sp.? Brant, 

Branta. Canada Goose 

Ardea herodias. Great Blue Heron, 

Indeterminate Stork, 

Grus. Indeterminate Crane, 

Indeterminate Pheasant, 

Pavo californicus. California Peacock, 

Corvus corax. Raven, 

Teratornis 

Owing the conditions under which the specimens were entombed, this list 
does not represent the balanced avifauna that probably existed the region the 
time. Three classes will predominate—predaceous scavenging 
forms, water birds, and ground dwellers. these three, the first shows the 
greatest number species well individuals. explanation this anomal- 
ous condition was offered the second the papers referred above (vol. no. 

large preponderance raptorial species will once noted this 
list. similar relation between predaceous and non-predaceous species 
noted Professor Merriam among mammals from this formation. Numerous 
writers the Golden Eagle exists today have commented the carrion 
habit the species. Its abundant occurrence the asphalt trap Rancho 
Brea bears evidence the long standing the habit preying upon either dead 
disabled animals. specimens average large and possibly represent birds 
old age. The left tarsus one individual shows abundant exostosis due 
some diseased condition which caused the loss the entire foot. Merriam noted 
among mammals preponderance young individuals accompanied the case 


2 Metriam, J. C., Science, N. S., vol. 24, p. 248; 1906. 
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carnivores large number individuals with worn broken teeth. 
ascribed this condition the inexperience the young the extremity the 
aged. Possibly among predaceous birds, cared for infancy and taught instnct 
seek active prey not perceived the sense smell, was mainly the old 
otherwise disabled individuals which resorted this ignoble feast.’’ 

The absence small passerines perhaps explainable their possible 
destruction during certain degree differential motion which give 
evidence. The struggle the larger mammals entrapt, the slow sinking their 
carcases, the upward counter-current produced the rise gas bubbles 
semi-liquid material, all conspired effect pretty thoro churning which resulted 
the breaking mammalian bones considerable size. Recent passerines are 
certainly not infrequent victims the deceptive asphalt. Their bones matted 
masses were found recent deposit. bodies still the flesh have been 
noted stated above. workman the oil fields told that once counted 
the dead bodies seventy-five swallows that had come gather ‘‘mud’’ the 
margin oil reservoir built the levee natural depression. the 
streets Berkeley, California, during the past summer, the street railway com- 
pany spread thin layer crude oil late one afternoon. The next morning 
eight o’clock, the author saw English Sparrow that had fallen victim—feet, 
wings, breast, feathers and finally nostrils, completely smeared with the viscid oil. 

Interesting records bearing the range present species have been made 
several cases. The discovery true Peacock perhaps the most startling. Mr. 
Grinnell very charitable review the author’s paper this form, has already 
called attention readers the instance. Another case that Cathar- 
occidentalis, new vulture slightly larger than with different pro- 
portions the limb segments. interesting question the southward and 
eastward range the new form next presents itself, truly almost hopeless 
task, seems, view the rarity avian fossils. Other cases equal 
greater interest will doubtless come light the work progresses. 

The distal end tibia the collection shows that Caracara 
was member our fauna that time, tho specific determination has not yet 
been accomplisht. Stork larger than the Wood Ibis further allied 
with the present Mexican tropical American fauna. What could more logical 
view the relation Quaternary mammals the present South American 
fauna? During Quaternary time the physiographical barriers between North and 
South America are considered have been less complete than those present 
existing. Thus blending mammalian faunas the Quaternary was permitted. 
Will enough other semi-tropic avian species found with Catharista and Polyborus 
indicate the absence that time climatic barriers climatic differences Has 
gradual change the climate southern California caused recession south- 
ward the ranges the two genera Polyborus and Catharista? 

The search for the unusual has been rewarded the full the new form 
form striking the layman well the ornithologist. 
Eagle-like its contours, unquestionably bird raptorial habit least, yet 
has brain case exceeding width that the Ostrich, and armed with comprest, 
hookt beak almost twice the depth that large female the Alaska Bald 
Eagle. the association body parts found with the skull correct, and every 
evidence points the propriety such assumption, the bird was flying bird, tho 
sailing and not flapping flier. The clavicles are less powerful proportion 
than those the Condor, but are far from being the weak structures seen flight- 
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less birds. The characters the sternum and the humerus suggest those the 
sailing fliers. 

Those California bird students who have seen the Condor towering above the 
Turkey Buzzards groupt about carcass probably have good mental picture the 
way this great bird must have appeared among the Condors gathered about the 
vulture feast the asphalt beds during Quaternary time. 


ABNORMAL BIRDS’ EGGS 
INGERSOLL 


WITH FOUR PHOTOS BY THE AUTHOR 


OLOGICAL abnormalities are occasionally found all collectors; but few, 

probably, have had the experience examining set eggs showing such 
gradual variation illustrated figure accompanying this 

article. seven eggs measure inches, .93X.73, 
.84X.69, .82X.68, Each egg appeared contain the usual proportionate 
amount yolk. This Red-shafted Flicker, being inexperienced nest building 
too lazy proper home, took possession decayed-out hollow 
immense cottonwood tree. The entrance this natural cavity was large 


SET SEVEN EGGS THE RED-SHAFTED FLICKER, COLLECTED RAMONA, 
a CALIFORNIA, APRIL 25, 1888 


= 


enough admit head. ‘This set freaks were followed eggs normal 
size the same nest. 

Runts are commonly infertile. The yolk generally present but sometimes 
much reduced quantity and occasionally entirely lacking. Barring out species 
laying but single egg toa set, can only recall three instances which runt 
was positively the first egg deposited. seems reasonable believe such 
runts are laid the commencement set eggs young birds, and 
those that are laid completion set the final product old birds 
the verge barrenness enfeebled. excessive laying. have never known 
set with runts, such deformities lopsided eggs, granulated shell texture, 
wrinkled followed others containing similar abnormalities. 
This would seem indicate that such malformations are not caused perma- 
nent individual peculiarity the parent bird, apparéntly the case when cer- 
tain individuals habitually lay eggs departing from normal coloration, size 
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shape. Physical characteristics cause some birds produce eggs differing from 
the average eggs their species such extent that distinguishing peculiarities 
can easily traced thru set after set for number years. 

Speckled eggs species normally laying unmarkt eggs are less frequent 
occurrence than are immaculate examples those which commonly lay spotted 
markt specimens. the former, once examined set three pipt eggs the 
Western Blue Grosbeak that were sprinkled with freckle-like specks yellowish- 
brown and obscure blotches lilac. Another time, found Robin’s egg that was 
well spotted with olive-brown, chiefly around the largeend. This, and the following 
remarkable instances, occurred New York State. 


Fig. ONE RUNT EGG EACH SET: NO. LONG-TAILED CHAT; NO. RUSSET-BACKT 


THRUSH; NO. AMERICAN EARED GREBE; NO. HOUSE FINCH 


One August day, approacht large tree having long, drooping branches, 
was startled American Goldfinch flying near face. looking up, 
typical nest this species was seen within reach hand. contained sever- 
young birds and one well-spotted egg, the shell this egg being dented and the 
partially formed embryo dried up. The next year set four spotted eggs were 
found nearby tree friend mine. were taken him, and were 
unfortunately destroyed playful dog reaching home. was agreeably sur- 
prised later the season, find handsome set four spotted eggs the 
Goldfinch the original branch the first tree. All nine eggs were rather uni- 
formly speckled with various shades light reddish-brown. shades color, 


| 
| 


Jan., 1910 ABNORMAL BIRDS’ EGGS 


distribution markings and ground tint the four specimens taken me, were 
almost exactly like spotted eggs the Indigo Bunting that were collected the 
writer during the same season. Goldfinches’ were smaller than the Indigo 


Fig. EGG CALIFORNIA MURRE, ABNORMAL SHAPE 


Bunting’s, but otherwise the similarity one set the other was great 
easily notist any collector. The Indigo Bunting’s referred are shown 


Fig. SET SPOTTED EGGS THE INDIGO BUNTING; COWBIRD’S EGG RIGHT 


figure (also Cowbird’s egg that belongs the set). were collected 
Ithaca, Y., 1879. have not seen any other spotted examples either 
species since that remote date 
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SOME BIRD NOTES FROM VENTURA COUNTY 


PEMBERTON 


Ventura County, California. The haunts rocks and birds are identical 

and amount conscientiousness man toward his job will keep him 
from dropping fossil now and then, and spotting some old new feathered 
acquaintance. Such, indeed, was experience, and even did miss few 
geological landmarks hope may way justified the following bird 
notes. Birds this region were numerous, and great variety. extended 
account would for the most part repetition known facts, soI give only the 
interesting, least me, notes which took. 

Observations were made upon several species birds which one would hardly 
expect find summering Ventura County. few species are regularly 
transient this region, but pass the spring for the Sierra Nevada where their 
summer homeis made. ‘The migrationis, doubt, because the instinctive desire 
for the peculiar conditions which breeding must take place. interesting 
speculate upon the conditions necessary cause birds this kind remain. 

The interesting stragglers are natives the Transition zone. higher 
parts the Santa Ynez Mountains are this zone and these mountains 
and along the edges that the following birds were noted. 

Dendroica nigrescens. Black-throated Gray Warbler. Frequently seen along 
the Rincon Creek, from Stanley Park, with elevation 400 feet the summit 
the Santa Ynez Mountains, elevation 4900 feet. the summit, amid thick 
growth macrocarpa, surroundings were found which were apparently 
identical with those the home this bird the low Sierras. June 23, 1909, 
male bird was watcht for some time carried food brood young. The 
nest was built among the leaves ofa fir, the end limb about feet above 
the ground. The female was not seen. characteristic song this species 
when heard, would immediately impress one the apparently perfect happiness 
this bird, far away from its usual summer home. 

Dendroica auduboni. Audubon Warbler. single male was watcht several 
minutes and carefully identified July 1909, the headwaters the Santa 
Ynez river, elevation 2500 feet. 

Lanivireo solitarius cassini. Cassin Vireo. ‘This loud-calling Vireo was seen 
and heard many places Matilija Canyon, Rincon Creek, Coyote Creek and 
Santa Ana River numbers nearly equaling gilva While 
usually given summer resident the Sierras, this Vireo has been found nesting 
several localities the Coast Ranges. Cohen records from Lexington, Santa 
Clara County; Beck records from near San Jose; Mailliard from Paicines, San 
Benito County, and the writer has later record from the Santa Lucia Moun- 
tains Monterey County. Ventura County, however, the most remote place 
the Coast Ranges where this bird has been found numbers summer. 

Piranga ludoviciana. Western Tanager. The commonest the unusual birds 
met with Ventura County. All along the fir-covered tops the Santa Ynez 
Mountains this bird was encountered. our camp Stanley Park, Rincon 
Creek, elevation 450 feet, fine male bird used pick bread crumbs from 
the ground around the table, and even from the table itself. The Japanese cook 
finally caught this bird and kept some days, when finally died. The female 
was never seen. This was June 23, 1909. 


June and July this year the writer was engaged geological work 
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Aeronautes melanoleucus. Swift. Plentiful along the summit 
the Santa Ynez range and down among the rocky cliffs the Matilija Canyon. 
Numerous cliffs were seen with cavities and out which Swifts flew; but the 
adventurous spirit was not strong enough attempt nest robbery under 
the conditions. 

Nuttallornis borealis. Olive-sided Flycatcher. Common around the Santa 
Ynez Mountains; one nest was birds were seen well down the 
slopes toward the sea. 

Ardea herodias herodias. Great Blue Heron. lone Blue Heron was seen 
quarter mile from shore, out the ocean, standing placidly mass kelp! 

Gymnogyps californianus. California Condor. any ornithologist, the first 
sight this wonderful bird, and the first entry that name one’s note book, 
certainly moment great satisfaction. was wearily ascending the last hundred 
feet Divide Peak, the Santa Ynez Mountains, and thinking all the reviving 
agents known man, when suddenly came three these great birds, sitting 
stolidly upon great boulder upon the very top the mountain. seemed, then, 
that without any other motion than lazy stretching their wings, and the posing 
anew the whole body, that they could change from bird speck, and then 
vanish. bird can equal that exhibition aviation. (That late word, but 
applies here very 

The same Condors, doubt, were the ones which different members our 
party saw almost daily around the were seen all, the other 
five occurring follows: One Red Mountain; three near Sulfur Mountain, and 
one near Matilija. three birds Divide Peak seemed always stay together. 
From all the accounts the natives the mountains, the Condor rather com- 
mon bird, and its presence expected all the spurs the main mountains 
Ventura County. reported numerous the vicinity Devil’s Gorge 
the Sespe. 

One day witnest competitive flight between Condor and Turkey Buz- 
zard. What world difference between the respective grace and speed the 
two birds! And the Turkey Buzzard first class performer the wing, that. 


DEFENSE OOLOGY 
MILTON RAY 


WITH ONE PHOTO BY OLUF J. HEINEMANN 


consider oology inseparable part ornithology, but, has been 
separated some and completely divorced others, forced use 

the term. 
The first point wish oology scientific popular ornithology? 
the opinion some, perhaps many, the structure and classification birds 
considered the more scientific; fact division has been made, terming this 
ornithology’’ and relegating the study eggs, young, nests and all else 
another division termed ‘‘popular ornithology.’’ would seem that in- 
asmuch the eggs are produced the bird’s anatomy and hold new life, they are 
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sense part the bird’s anatomy, and that, any such separate classification 
made that birds and eggs should come together rather than eggs and nests. 
further proof feel quite sure some bird, thrush for instance, one section 
produced plain bluish-white eggs and that another section produced 
invariably entirely different eggs, say green heavily blotcht with brown, doubt 
not that the two birds would soon separated even apparent difference could 
found the birds themselves. However, not opinion that any such 
separation the study eggs, birds nests necessary, the gathering all 
facts the study them idea, scientific and ornithology. Nature has 
drawn clear cut lines that can see, and consider note that 
the Cliff Swallow constructs its nest mud that hundred specimens the 
bird show some slight variation wing measurement. 

prominent ornithologist some time ago informed that did not consider 
the geographical variation species important most have deemed it, and 
that all Song Sparrows his collection were simply labeled such, accompanied with 
the usual data. Personally not endorse this method, believing all differences 
discernible should recognized. also believe variation eggs, any other 
scientific fact concerning them, important well, for all appear but 
links great chain. seems the desire some, however, disconnect 
these claiming that the so-called scientific ornithology the more impor- 
tant, component part the science life. would seem that 
equally much the science can learned close study the birds’ 
habits, their eggs and nests, the study their structure and their classification. 

The second Have eggs been scientifically studied described? 

maintain that truly scientific descriptions eggs, treating their texture, 
size, shape and coloration part ornithology that has been neglected and offers 
material for monumental work. the eggs the Brewer Blackbird 
gus cyanocephalus) for instance. wish any collector familiar with 
series, there are not many specimens that one unfamiliar with the species 
would have difficulty identifying depended solely the written descriptions 
writer like Davie for instance, who states that the eggs are markt ‘‘with 
more indefinite? Why, this season, which spent Lake Tahoe, examined 
perhaps many hundred nests this bird, mostly with eggs, and can say 
instead Davie’s two shades brown, there are nearer twenty! fact with the 
exception the California Murre californica) know Californian 
eggs subject wider variation color. The markings run thru various shades 
brown, from light grayish, yellowish and reddish, toa blackish-brown that almost 
not quite black. some the light purplish-gray markings, which are usually 
sparse and obscure, predominate and form another type. noted several sets unmarkt 
except for scrawls and blotches blackish-brown and purplish-gray around the 
larger end; being not greatly unlike some specimens the Redwing Blackbird 
have seen. Others again were uniform chocolate-brown with sometimes blackish 
scrawl orso The ground color, almost white some, was usually green- 
ish-white, tho sometimes pure light green. shape they varied from almost 
globular elongate-ovate. 

further connection with egg variation might not possible that closer 
study will reveal that food, environment, and other conditions affect eggs and their 
coloration? Perhaps somewhat more worthy notice, because more unusual, are 
the occasional distinct types among the eggs common birds, as, for instance the 
spotted eggs the Lazuli Bunting amoena), which, have taken 
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but single set, the very remarkable eggs’’ the California Jay 
(Aphelocoma californica californica) which are entirely different from the usual 
brown-spotted green specimens. happen have found but two sets this type. 
Mr. Snow Newark also terms them rare, while Mr. Carriger states 
has found them commonly the vicinity Sonoma. 1894 collected set 
eggs the Black-headed Grosbeak (Zamelodia melanocephala) type have 
never seen since, having almost white ground color lightly spotted with bright 
rusty-brown. 1890 took egg the California Towhee crissalis 
crissalis) which for glossiness have never seen equaled among eggs this 
species. fact the texture and thickness egg shells should also lookt into 
more carefully; for seems that altho the food birds widely different, yet 
each species enabled secrete sufficient material for protective covering for 


Fig. 11. TWENTY EGGS OF THE BREWER BLACKBIRD, SELECTED FROM NINE SETS TO SHOW 
VARIATION IN COLOR AND SHAPE; SOMEWHAT REDUCED IN SIZE 


the embryo. Whether this lime-shell material some cases derived solely from 
food, from water alone interesting question. some sections, 
higher Sierras, the water being snow-water almost Analysis the foods 
birds would perhaps show what percentage lime could obtained from them. 
From own observation would say that the thickness egg-shells seems solely 
due the intention Nature, for have failed discern any difference eggs 
the same bird from different localities; while the other hand, the case 
the Cliff and Rough-winged Swallows, have both hard and soft-shelled eggs 
birds the same family—breeding the same locality and living the same 
very similar diet. not aware whether common characteristic them 
not, but the eggs the Rock Wren obsoletus) which took the 


] 


THE CONDOR XII 


Farallone Islands 1904, were the thickest shelled eggs their size have ever col- 
lected; likewise, among larger eggs, are those the domesticated Guinea Fowl. 

Runt and double-yolkt eggs are also deserving notice. have ever 
read, tho, the taking runt eggs, the writer always failed state whether 
not observed any incubation them. This consider important 
point and worthy investigation. double-yolkt eggs can only personally 
record single instance, that Western Tree Swallow bicolor). 
The egg, which found Rowlands, Lake Tahoe (June 18, 1903), was all the nest 
held and was elliptical oval shape, measuring held two perfectly 
formed embryos size. 

The indelibleness egg-markings some species and the lack others, 
the Bicolored Blackbird, Bullock Oriole and others, without going into detail, 
also important part bird study. Should receive more attention may 
found perhaps that all pigment has equal indelible qualities, and that the difference 
lies the lack porous quality shell texture. Most collectors have noticed 
the tendency the ground color fade certain eggs. Some, that seem imper- 
vious water, fade certain extent after being kept closed cabinet. 
not speaking open cabinets, for these seems will time bleach almost any spec- 
imen. The late Walter Bryant once told some eggs formerly kept the 
Woodward’s Gardens Museum which after being displayed for years 
light faded almost white. 

need, think, more Sherlock Holmesism the study birds and eggs. 
Too many collectors the latter pay too little attention dependent conditions 
and too much the thumbing some egg-dealer’s price-list. The publishing 
these, should prohibited, stimulating, they do, egg-commercialism the ex- 
pense true science. These lists, even table showing comparative rarity, are 
valueless. 

third point is: Why the study eggs given such prominent place 
bird magazines and yet neglected our scientific institutions? (Of the latter 
can only speak those the coast.) remember that the California Academy 
Sciences, before the fire, had, connection with ithe magnificent collection 
mounted birds and bird-skins, but one lonely little case eggs containing not more 
perhaps than would taken the average collector ina season; and the present 
time, prominent museum across the bay, have been informed that eggs are 
deemed little importance: other words are considered mere 
the collection birds. me, the fact that two classes people, the small boy 
and the commercial collector, have brought odium egg-collecting, can way 
detract from its importance; and neither does the fact that eggs are more less 
dependent the birds, inasmuch often the identity the parents must de- 
termined before that the eggs can establisht. believe time sound note 
warning, for sometime the future, eggs will given their proper place 
bird study and the coast Museums should have adequate space reserved for their 
accommodation. fact, think California Museum equipt with proper cabi- 
nets would soon accumulate quite extensive collection the donations 
club members and others, and some day, should the interest that has been taken 
geographical variation extend eggs, will not have send east the Rockies 
borrow specimens; for well known fact that the finest collections Cali- 
fornian eggs are not where they should be, here California. 
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objective points being the region about the San Luis Lakes, the San Luis 
Valley. was accompanied the trip Harold Durand Littleton, 

Colorado, who not only acted cook and horse wrangler, but also assisted col- 
lecting and taking care specimens; and must express appreciation his 
help and unfailing good nature under various trying circumstances. should say 
that the trip was made wagon, drawn mules, when started; the mules 
more will said hereafter. 

For the first three from Colorado Springs Cafion City, had the 
pleasure the company Mr. Charles Aiken, who may termed Colorado’s 
pioneer resident ornithologist; for though others had done bird work the state 
prior to, and about the time when first became resident here, was 
practically the first ornithologist reside here permanently. has lived nearly 
all the time since 1871 during all this period has spent much 
time the study our birds. Most his early work was done the region 
covered the first three days’ drive, and his reminiscences the early days which 
related were mighty interesting, both about the birds and the people. 
1874 visited the San Luis Valley for one the parties the 
Wheeler Surveys, and was the same region for which was bound; the following 
year made trip there his own account, and was regretted all hands that 
was not able accompany there this year. Report the Ornith- 
ology the Wheeler Surveys about the only publication the birds most 
the region traversed, excepting such notes are contained Cooke’s 
Colorado.’’ ‘There are also few scattered references individual species vari- 
ous ornithological magazines. 

should say that but comparatively few bird skins were taken, but bird has 
been admitted this list unless was absolutely sure its identity. Whenever 
birds were seen and the notes taken, were driving along, and doubt many 
species were missed which might have been seen had made longer stops 
some the localities. 

Some account the route and itinerary may interest. Leaving Colorado 
Springs June drove that day far Van Andert’s branch 
the Little Fountain. The road had taken around the base the mountains 
first, and then climbed into the was reached, only 
trifle over 6000 feet, not much more than Colorado Springs. The trees where 
camped were broad- and narrow-leaved cottonwoods, scrub oaks and cedars. The 
next the foothills, over rolling which were 
good many yellow pines, well other trees. Our road took past ranch 
formerly owned Mr. Aiken, and where lived when first came the state, 
and where his first collecting was done. one lives there now, and there are 
only some the logs left his the spring still there, and all had 
drink from it. The land now part large ranch and used Our 
camp that night was Beaver Creek, near Glendale, elevation 5300 feet, 
having made quite drop during the day. Many were about the cottonwoods 
the creek here, and our day’s list was quite long one. 

The next morning, Sunday, only drove Cafion City, arriving about noon, 
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having gone over rather uninteresting country, dry and barren. Aiken left 
that afternoon, taking the train for home. Durand and stopped there until next 
morning, and then took road which went around through the hills the north, 
and finally brought back the Arkansas River, about half mile below Park 
dale station, and above the Grand the Arkansas. ‘The road had taken 
through somewhat rocky, dry and then through Eight Mile Park, 
mostly open country, with scattered cedars, pifions, and yellow pines, which grew 
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TRIP DURING THE SUMMER OF 1909 
more abundantly the hills little distance away from the road. crossed the 
river this place, and camped close early the afternoon, and explored the 
country thereabouts, though interrupted for while very heavy shower. 
the low hills near camp were cedars and pifions, with few pines; and the 
open ground grew yucca, small tree cactus, and rabbit brush (Chrysothamnus sp.). 
The next day traveled first few miles open country, and then 
turned Copper Gulch, which was followed for several miles. This was mainly 


S> ou, ALANCA PL. 
ee 


Jan., 1910 SOME CENTRAL COLORADO BIRD NOTES 


dry gulch, but there were either springs it, else intermittent stream 
water, for kept coming water here and there. Not many birds are seen 
such localities person driving along the road, though did see many Mourn- 
ing Doves. From the gulch came out the divide between and Texas Creek, 
and went down the latter stream, reaching somewhere between Rito and Hill- 
side stations, and, driving upashort distance, made camp under high granite bluff, 
which, though not very desirable, seemed the only available spot. The next day 
almost immediately left the Texas Creek watershed, crossing another divide (an 
easy thing find Colorado), and returned the Arkansas Cotopaxi. Here 
telephoned Frey, who had accompanied trip through northwestern 
Colorado two years ago, and who lived Salida, come down Howard the 
train and camp with for day two, which promply agreed do. 

drove the twelve miles Howard just time see the train pull in, and 
there were John and Carlo, another partner two years ago, when ranchman 
Yampa gave him us. This ninth. spent the whole the next 
day Howard doing some trapping and bird collecting. The whole region through 
which had lately traveled was rather similar, largely low hills, perhaps one 
could call rolling mesa country, when away from the river bottom, and with 
the usual pifions and cedars found this altitude, and certain amount yellow 
pine. One usually finds more less loose rock the bases the hills which 
border either side the stream valleys, indeed does not find low bluffs and 
ledges the rock outcropping. are good places for mice and rats, and such 
small deer, and are among favorite trapping grounds. ‘There were some the 
low tree cactus Howard, but that nearly its western limit the Arkansas 
Valley; regret say that did not take notice just where the last was seen the 
next day when went Along the river were cottonwoods, and 
some other deciduous trees. 

the 11th drove Salida and camped Frey’s back yard, turning 
the mules loose crop his lawn for him, very convenient arrangement. must 
say those mules were very good about staying near camp; they seldom strayed far 
from the wagon. ‘The following day moved Poncha Pass, camping little 
below the summit the Chaffee County side, near nice little stream, and with 
plenty wood handy. was about 8750 feet (the summit the pass 
9049 feet). Close were aspen trees, and farther the gulch were red spruce, 
while dry hillside were yellow pines and few cedars; sage brush 
covered much the open ground. was rather disappointed with this camp, 
least did not find much the way either birds mammals had hoped, 
and nothing out the ordinary. spent the whole the 13th here, water 
freezing the bucket both nights. 

The next day crossed the pass, and went down Villa Grove. 
soon got down off the hill the south side the pass were the San 
Luis Valley which extends southward nearly hundred miles the New Mexico 
line, and from miles wide. practically ended the foot 
the hill and its place was taken species Chrysothamnus, rabbit brush, 
though most the people locally refer ‘‘sage brush’’. This covers much 
the uncultivated portion the Valley, except where, will noted later, 
greasewood takes its place. Villa Grove the conditions were rather unfavorable 
for collecting, and found but little our overnight stop. 

When left there next morning could see Moffat, our next stopping place, 
miles away, there was danger getting lost. shows how level 
the Valley. There was nothing but grass and rabbit brush, and neared 
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Moffat, greasewood chico began appear; below Moffat 
many places entirely replaced the other shrub. Moffat came the artesian 
well belt, where every ranch boasts its own artesian well. cannot say cared 
much for the water most these wells, for was usually strongly charged with 
sulphur, smelling strongly H2S. However, even sulphur water beats going 
without, and has the reputation being healthy. But the mules turned their 
noses it, and would hardly taste it. Moffat the wind was blowing gale, 
and there were but few birds about, and especially few, immediately about the 
town, near which camped have the benefit one the aforesaid wells, 
there was but little brush, being mostly grass land. 

Moffat took first specimen the San Luis Pocket Gopher, 
talpoides agrestis, recently described Merriam from type taken Merritt 
Cary the Medano ranch; and the way Hooper the next day the first Cary’s 
Chipmunks were seen, also described Merriam from type taken the same lo- 
cality the gopher. But these secured specimens that day; they were the 
liveliest things the sort ever ran across, and almost invariably took their 
heels soon the wagon hove sight, and disappeared the brush. Cary had 
written that had instructed his namesakes keep out the way all 
collectors, and could well believe from their actions. 

From Moffat Hooper and Mosca, which latter place arrived noon 
the 17th, had the same sandy soil, and greasewood and rabbit brush, with acer- 
tain amount cultivated land, mostly between Hooper and Mosca. ‘The charac- 
teristic birds this region were Sage Thrashers and Brewer’s Sparrows, well 
Horned Larks. The morning the 18th drove the lakes, making camp 
about noon near small lake few hundred yards north the large San 
Lake. was artesian well here with water which did not have quite 
much sulphur some them. stayed until the morning the 21st, and 
explored the country about the lakes. certainly peculiar place some ways. 
There are low sandy hills all about, and among these are the lakes, many them 
hidden that one not aware their presence until comes upon them sudden- 
going over one these hills. Even the large lake, mile more length, 
and half wide, thus hidden from most points. Its shores were barren and 
sandy, and was not much frequented the water birds, though there were al- 
ways some there. small lakes and ponds scattered about here and there were 
those most frequented the waterfowl, though must say that were rather 
disappointed the whole with the number such birds seen, for had expected 
much greater amount life this sort. However, spent one two after- 
noons, portions thereof, with much interest, watching birds about the water. 
Some the small ponds were partly dried up, and showed much alkali about their 
shores, others had but little. Outside the water birds, not many birds were 
found here. 

The morning the 21st, moved camp the Medano Ranch, few miles 
away, and still the lake region, and remained here until July This ranch 
owned company, and has very large acreage, several square miles should 
think, and devoted hay. The meadows, the time were there, were 
mostly being irrigated, and were alive with mosquitos, which were also abundant about 
the houses and camp; and, make little more interesting, there were 
swarms little gnats almost too small see, and horseflies altogether too easy 
see, and feel when they tried bite chunk out one’s face hand. And 
the sun shining the light-colored sandy soil made hot that our faces burnt 
and peeled. Verily, the life naturalist the field not always happy one 
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The reason made such long stop this place was that was endeavoring 
secure specimens the Mountain Harvest Mouse, montanus, 
which has the interesting history having for many years been known only from 
single specimen taken Pacific Railroad Surveying expedition 1853 some- 
where the San Luis Valley, and the northward this place. Cary 
secured series here two years ago, and did best get more, but, though 
covered the country with traps, and caught all kinds mice except those most 
wanted, failed secure asingle specimen. 

Where the land was not hay, the soil was light sand, and with the same 
old greasewood and rabbit brush. were trees close by, but, along Sand 
Creek, three miles the northward, were number cottonwoods. 
took walk over there, but found comparatively few birds. Owing this lack 
trees, bird life, far species went, was rather limited around this camp, and our 
daily lists were repetitions the same old names until began get decidedly 
tired them, and gladly welcomed occasional addition. Savannah Sparrows 
and Meadow Larks were abundant the meadows, Sage Thrashers and Brewer’s 
Sparrows among the brush away from them, and various other birds here and there 
the localities they most favored. 

Finally tired trying catch those Harvest Mice, and left the morning 
July and began taking wrong road almost the start, which led sev- 
eral miles out our way. However not specially regret this saw one 
two interesting things would otherwise have missed, and made familiar 
with the location the Ranch’’, which will referred later. 
long hard pull that morning over sandy road, which the mules hardly made 
over mile hour. The road the afternoon was better, and 
Mosca Creek before camping. the northwest this place are the sandhills 
dunes which are locally rather noted, low range them, nothing but sand, and 
constantly changing form with the wind. The next morning our trouble began. 
The lady mule the team behaved very unladylike manner, ate her oats too 
greedily, and choked herself. However she apparently recovered, and 
and started. Going little hill she got sick and gave out entirely, and 
had unhitch and let the wagon set right there, halfway the hill. There was 
very sick mule camp, and were afraid she would die. course im- 
proved the time while waiting for her so, collecting. Perhaps that was the 
reason she did not die, did not show her the respect proper sucha sad time, 
and went living from pure cussedness. This was the mouth the gulch 
which the road Mosca Pass went. This the pass over which the travel 
formerly went, but the road having been washed out and impassable for two years, 
were heading for Madenos Pass few miles farther north. 

The next day finding the mule still alive, but unable work, started out 
afoot for ranch Madenos Creek see could get team help out. 
was six miles over very sandy road, and learned that 1500 pounds was con- 
sidered load for four horse team, and judging from our experience is. The 
following morning took pair horses back camp with me, and started 
out. hitched the well mule with one the horses, and pulling from the 
saddlehorn with the other horse managed make mile hour, and was 


not hill either; though there were little ups and downs, much the road was 


quite level. 
spite the sandy soil there was fine, somewhat scattering growth 


yellow pine along the road, and many Lewis’s Woodpeckers were seen among them. 
made camp Madenos about mile above Herard postoffice, the 
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morning the ninth, and prepared rest few days. ought say that while 
the names Medano and Madenos seem pronounced much alike, have spelled 
the former was given the ranch, and the latter spelled the 
Huerfano Park Sheet the Geological Survey, though seems likely one 
may corruption the other. This Madenos Cafion camp was elevation 
8700 feet, and were glad getting back into the mountains again. 
hardly necessary say that collected there, but without any specially notable 


direction, and few alpine birds were 

Finally the 14th, the mule having recovered sufficiently work little, 
crossed the Sangre Christo Range Madenos Pass, elevation 9700 feet, and 
dropped down 8300 feet the other side that night’s camp Muddy Creek. 
Thence went directly the Wet Mountain Valley, going first where 
spent several days, and then moved down Westcliffe. Querida the location 
the noted old Bassick Mine, and the tailings dump the old mills being 
worked cyanide plant which friend interested, hence visit there and 
him. altitude 9000 feet, country low rounded hills, with rather 
limited growth red spruce, yellow pines, and aspens, mainly the northerly 
slopes. also spent couple weeks there last February. 

Westcliffe elevation 7800 feet, and the main portion the Wet 
Mountain Valley, one our large mountain parks, the bottom lands which are 
mostly under cultivation, mainly hay. Our camp was short distance outside 
the town, near some the meadows, and with the dry, uncultivated 
land lying back us, and extending the foothills. This was dry and barren, 
with low growth rabbit brush. 

Westcliffe disposed the mules and purchased pair horses, and 
sooner was this done than took our departure, going first back Querida, and 
thence down Hardscrabble one the wildest had been through, and 
where camped overnight. around Beulah, and over hill two 
which tried the pulling powers the new team; but they were all there, and made 
nothing them. From Beulah Pueblo, and thence northward home was the 
balance our route, and arrived Colorado Springs lunch-time August 
third, just the proper time arrive, seeing that had taken the precaution tele- 
phone from few miles down the road that would hand for lunch. 

traveled nearly 400 miles, and went through portions eight counties, 
follows: Paso, Fremont, Chaffee, Saguache, Costilla, Huerfano, Custer and Pueblo. 
have included this paper some notes taken Villa Grove January, 1907, and 
Mosca January, 1908, during some short trips made those places, and also 
such notes made the visit Querida February which have already men- 
tioned. Notes and references some species not seen are also made, but 
these explain themselves. 


Colymbus nigricollis californicus. Grebe. saw several June 
one the small lakes near the large San Luis Lake. 

Podilymbus podiceps. Pied-billed Grebe. the same lake the 
preceding species, and the same time. would seem grebes should have 
been seen more frequently, but this was the only occasion when noted them, 
though visited other ponds well suited them. 

Larus delawarensis. Gull. flock frequented the upper end 
San Luis Lake the early morning and late afternoon. Where they spent the 
rest the day not know, for never saw them anywhere else. 
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Anas platyrhynchos. Mallard. bird was seen several the smaller 
lakes, both near San Luis Lake, and Medano Ranch. rather common. 

Chaulelasmus streperus. Gadwall. Séen some the smaller lakes though 
not common the preceding. 

Mareca americana. Baldpate. ‘Two three were seen one the small 
lakes one afternoon. (Unless otherwise stated all notes water birds refer the 
San Luis Lake and Medano Ranch region. 

Nettion carolinensis. Green-winged Teal. three seen among other 
ducks one afternoon. 

Querquedula discors. Blue-winged Teal. three pairs were seen 
small lake, and noted others other times and places. 

Querquedula cyanoptera. Cinnamon Teal. The most common Teal, not the 
commonest all the ducks saw. One the ponds near the Medano Ranch had 
several pairs it, how many was difficult tell, but half dozen more, 
sure. 

Spatula clypeata. Spoonbill. One seen each two afternoons, and differ- 
ent places. Apparently not common. 

Dafila acuta. number were seen different times; seemed 
fairly common. Near Medano Ranch, July second, saw female accompanied 
four one-third grown young. 

Marila americana. Redhead. Durand saw one near the Medano Ranch. 
thought saw others elsewhere about the lakes, but were not sure. 

Erismatura Ruddy Duck. species was seen the same 
lake the grebes, and the same time. 

Scarlet Ibis. interesting note that the only specimen 
this Tropical species recorded from Colorado, and one the very few known from 
the United States, was taken Mr. Livesy Grape Creek, the Wet Mountain 
Valley, Custer County, May, 1876, and probably in, any rate very close 
the region traversed me. was recorded Lowe, x1, 1894, 324. 

Ardea herodias. Great Blue Heron. Durand saw one small pond the 
Medano Ranch. 

Nycticorax nycticorax naevius. Black-crowned Night Heron. One evening, 
when were San Luis Lake, Night Herons came the little lake near 
which were camped, and few days later Durand found colony 
lake Medano Ranch, and from the indications thought they must nest there. 
The first July saw several flooded meadow while driving Hooper. 

Fulica americana. Coot. common bird, seen nearly every lake visited. 

Steganopus tricolor. Phalarope. Seemed rather common ponds 
about Medano Ranch. 

Recurvirostra americana. American Avocet. Avocets were very common 
San Luis Lake, though saw none Medano Ranch. saw them daily while 
camped the lake; they fed both about the large lake and about the small lakes; 
used see them feeding the pond close camp, especially the early 
morning and late afternoon and evening. states that the Black-necked 
Stilt, mexicanus, was equally common with the Avocets, and Aiken 
tells the same thing, but saw none whatever. 

Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit. interesting note that the first Colorado 
record for this species one taken Aiken San Luis Lake, October 1874. 

Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper. ‘This species was seen but few times, 
Parkdale, San Luis Lake, and small reservoir near Fountain the last 
day the trip. 


Oxyechus vociferus. Killdeer. first day out few miles from 
Colorado Springs, but more until got Moffat, where saw some, also 
Hooper and Mosca. Killdeer were very common the lakes and Medano 
Ranch, and were also seen the Durkee Ranch. next and only other place 
where they were seen was Westcliffe. 

Podasocys montanus. Mountain Plover. June 19, mile two north the 
San Luis Lake, ran across pair Mountain Plover accompanied least 
two young; Durand succeeded catching one the latter; was about half 
grown, with the feathers just beginning appear, especially the wings. July 
fifth, were driving along the road the east side the Valley, from the 
Durkee Ranch Mosca Creek, saw Mountain Plover walking along not far 
from the road, accompanied three half grown young. was watching them 
with the field glasses when saw Horned Lark come behind the old bird, pass 
around front, and face decidedly{pugnacious attitude. There was some 
pretty sparring and threatening for two, the lark half spreading its 
wings and dancing about intended attack the plover, but the latter kept 
steadily her way and finally passed by. cannot conceive what was about, 
unless the lark nest young close by, and feared the plover might harm them. 

Callipepla squamata. Scaled Quail. Seen near Red not far from 
Glendale, and man Glendale told Aiken they were quite common. the way 
home, going north from Pueblo, saw them near Pifion and Buttes stations. 
Scaled Quail seem increasing this part the state, and would become 
abundant the protective law was more strictly enforced. is, the foreign 
section hands the railroads kill many, and suspect that others who are neither 
foreigners nor section hands help the good (?) work. 

Lagopus leucurus. White-tailed Ptarmigan. Durand saw two timberline 
near the head Madenos Creek. 

Zenaidura macroura carolinensis. Mourning, Dove. From the time left 
Colorado Springs until returned, there was hardly day when did not see 
Doves, for they were everywhere went, and very common some localities. 
June San Luis Lake, found nest with single young bird. This nest 
was greasewood bush, about foot above the ground. 

Carthartes aura septentrionalis. Vulture. dozen more were seen 
roosting the trees Creek, Glendale. Mr. Aiken said they used 
roost there over thirty years ago. Some were seen flying few miles west Texas 
Creek; saw some several times while Westcliffe, and saw about halfway 
between Beulah and Pueblo. 

Accipiter velox. Sharp-shinned Hawk. Durand saw one Hardscrabble 
Cafion (our camp was about miles above Wetmore). 

Accipiter atricapillus. Goshawk. One more were seen near Mosca, January, 
1908. 

Buteo borealis calurus. Western Red-tail. rather strange that saw 
this hawk, one our commonest species, but two localities, the upper part 
Madenos Creek, and Salida. While the San Luis Valley itself would not 
particularly good place find it, did pass through considerable territory where 
should have been seen. 

Buteo swainsoni. Swainson’s Hawk. bird which appeared this 
species was seen near San Luis Lake, and one which have doubt about, 
Medano Ranch, and one Mosca Creek. 

Archibuteo ferrugineus. Ferruginous Rough-leg. One seen San Luis Lake, 
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and one collected Sand Creek, miles north Medano Ranch, and one seen 
Westcliffe. 

Falco sparverius phaloena. Hawk. Seenseveral times between 
Cafion City and Salida, also between Villa Grove and Moffat; one was seen 
Medano Ranch, and one near Mosca Creek, also Madenos Cafion. Some were 
seen near Westcliffe; one two east Querida; dead one seen near Beulah. 
Some were seen along the road north from Pueblo, and one near Fountain, that is, 
thought was Sparrow Hawk, while Durand was sure was Sharp-shin—it 
might well have been either that locality. have listed all these Desert 
Sparrow Hawks, though specimens were taken. 

Asio wilsonianus. Owl. our camp deserted ranch, just 
outside the town Hooper, Durand found the dead bodies one adult, apparently 
female, young Long-eared Owls, and one living young bird, the latter 
perched tree; was able fly. secured several photographs taken 


Fig. 13. YOUNG LONG-EARED PHOTOGRAPHED NEAR HOOPER, COLORADO 


the ground. found pair with one young one Sand Creek, near Medano 
Ranch, June 24, old Magpie’s nest. youngster was not well grown 
the-one Hooper. Durand also saw owl this species near Westcliffe. 

Asio flammeus. Short-eared Owl. killed one near Mosca, January 22, 1908. 

Otus flammeola. Flammulated Screech Owl. Although specimens this 
species were taken seen me, have thought best include this paper 
order correct some errors locality previous papers. Deane, Bull. Nutt. 
Orn. Club., IV, 188, 1879, records specimen taken Aiken, June 15, 
1875, and gives the locality Poncha Pass. conversation with Mr. Aiken 
tells that this bird was not taken Poncha Pass, and matter fact 
never was Poncha Pass. took the specimen, together with one egg from 
hollow tree, while traveling wagon from the Arkansas River, just below where 
Parkdale now (the same place where crossed this year) the Wet Mountain 
Valley. After examining the road map, and talking over with refresh his 
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memory, having traveled over part the same road this season, says the 
bird was taken the divide mesa the south Copper Gulch, which 
traversed the road the Wet Mountain Valley, and from miles from 
where the road leaves the gulch. Mr. Aiken kept the bird alive for several days, 
and finally killed when the mountains near the head the Valley, 
fearing might escape from him. sold this specimen for $25.00, and became 
part the collection the late Greene Smith Peterboro, Y., wealthy 
dilettante collector, being numbered 1314 that collection. also sold the egg 
the Smithsonian Institution for $25.00, being the first the species ever taken. 

Mr. Aiken also informs that the giving Mosca Pass the locality the 
specimen taken Dr. Walbridge (Ingersoll, C., 121,1880), like- 
wise ‘That this, and also one recorded Brewster from the same locality 
(B. VIII, 123,1883), were taken what was, and still is, known 
the Durkee Ranch, miles southwesterly from Mosca Pass, and miles 
southeasterly from the Medano Ranch, the east side the San Luis Valley. 
That Dr. Walbridge spent some time this ranch, and collected its vicinity. 
The other specimen was brought Mr. Aiken the flesh Mrs. Ady, who was 
interested in, and lived part the time least, the ranch. bird had been 
found dead. The skin now the Colorado College Collection. 

Bubo virginianus pallescens. Western Horned Owl. One seen the evening 
Moseo Creek, tree near our camp. 

Speotyto cunicularia hypogaea. Burrowing Owl. ‘This species was seen 
three occasions only; between Alder and Villa Grove; one was shot 
Durand meadow Medano Ranch; and two were seen few miles south 
Butte station. 

Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher. Glendale and one Westcliffe. 

Dryobates villosus monticola. Rocky Mountain Hairy Woodpecker. pair 
were taken near Poncha Pass, and one the upper part Madenos Creek. 
Downy Woodpeckers were seen either us, which seems rather strange, one 
usually runs across them frequently. 

Sphyrapicus thyroideus. Williamson’s Sapsucker. seen, and one taken 
near-Poncha Pass; dead male found the roadside the Huerfano County side 
Madenos Pass; pair seen near our camp Muddy Creek, and one male shot 
Querida. This bird was moulting, and minus its tail, and had many new 
feathers coming the wings. Red-naped Sapsucker was not seen, though 
should have been. 

Melanerpes erythrocephalus. Red-headed Woodpecker. Abundant near our camp 
Glendale, June 5-6. Not another one was seen until got Pueblo, where 
Durand saw one the city, and after got about miles north that place 
they were very common, seen often among the trees along Fountain Creek. 

Melanerpes lewisi. Woodpecker. Seen among the pines the foot- 
hill country during the first two days the journey. They were common the 
pines near the road between Mosca and Madenos Creeks. One was seen few miles 
east Beulah, were common from Station north Colorado Springs. 

Colaptes cafer collaris. Red-shafted Flicker. Seen various places between 
Van Andert’s Spring and Poncha Pass; Villa Grove; near Mosca Creek, and 
various places Madenos nearly the head; south Rosita; Querida 
and Westcliffe, and Hardscrabble and near Buttes Station. saw one 
Mosca, January 17, 1908. 

Phalaenoptilus nuttalli. found one, presumably female, with 
two young, high ridge the northward Madenos Pass. The young, which 
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were large ordinary week ten days old chick, were squatting perfectly 
motionless the ground about foot apart, each the shade plant some 
sort. Their feathers were quite well developed. They kept perfectly quiet, and 
made move when picked them up, but opened their eyes, heretofore kept 
closed, when replaced the ground. were few dead pines and few 
aspens about the place, but thick growth. 

Chordeiles virginianus henryi. Western Nighthawk. Seen constantly from 
the time were Parkdale until returned. About four o’clock the after- 
noon August second, when few miles south Buttes Station, saw what ap- 
peared migratory movement these birds. Altogether saw anywhere 
from 100 them, all flying southerly leisurely manner, and not hunting 
insects. They were not flock, but came along scattering fashion, ones, 
twos and threes, more. 

Aeronautes melanoleucus. White-throated Swift. three were seen 
June near the Glencairn Ranch Turkey Creek, and two days later some were 
seen just outside Cafion City. 

Selasphorus platycercus. Hummingbird. Hummingbirds were 
seen Poncha Pass, Medano Ranch, Mosca Creek, Madenos Westcliffe, 
Hardscrabble Cafion. Only two specimens were taken, both Mosca Creek, 
and both Broad-tails. Such others were seen close enough identified were 
this species, but one which flew past Westcliffe, travelling like bullet, seemed 
with the glimpse had. Broad-tail much the most common species 
this state that quite safe put hummingbird down such unless one has 
evidence the contrary. When running traps the Poncha Pass saw 
female hummer take cotton from some which had twisted around twig mark 
trap, suppose she was building nest. 

Tyrannus tyrannus. Kingbird. Kingbirds were seen various places between 
Colorado Springs and Salida, and were not uncommon. single bird was seen 
Westcliffe. From Beulah Pueblo, and thence Colorado Springs they were 
seee quite frequently, though not nearly common the next species. 

Tyrannus Western Kingbird. Seen occasionally between Colorado 
Springs and Villa Grove, and next seen Westcliffe. Between Beulah and Pueblo, 
and especially between the latter place and Colorado Springs they were very com- 
mon and continually seen along the roadside. Halfway between Beulah and Pueblo 
pair had nest fence corner, where two posts stood side side, being placed 
the posts, and behind sort framework nailed the side the post next the 
road; acardboard election notice had once been nailed this frame, and the great- 
part still remained, and served screen the nest There were 
three young the nest, fully fledged, and able fly little. Family groups were 
frequently seen along the Pueblo-Colorado Springs road. 

Tyrannus vociferans. Cassin’s Kingbird. One was killed June near 
Parkdale. 

Myiarchus cinerascens. Ash-throated Flycatcher. One seen June near 
Glendale, and one taken June Copper Gulch. 

Sayornis saya. Say’s Phoebe. Seen various places between Colorado 
Springs and Salida. Glendale pair had nest poultry house ranch 
near our camp. nest Hooper contained three eggs June 17; birds were seen 
from Hooper Mosca, San Luis Lake, Medano Ranch, Sand Creek, Durkee 
Ranch, Westcliffe, Querida, Hardscrabble and thence various places until 
arrived Colorado Springs. 
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Myiochanes richardsoni. Western Wood Pewee. Seen Glendale, Howard, 
Durkee Ranch, near Rosita, and Hardscrabble Cafion. the Durkee Ranch pair 
were building nest cottonwood tree; the nest was saddled limb ata point 
where forked into three branches; saw one the birds, most likely the female, 
working upon it, the material used being cotton from the cottonwood trees, much 
which was blowing about. This nest was extremely inconspicuous, and, had 
not seen the bird it, would not have discovered it. 

Empidonax difficilis. Western Flycatcher. One taken Poncha Pass and 
two Mosca Creek. 

Empidonax Traill’s Flycatcher. This bird was seen Glendale, 
Coaldale, Howard, near Salida, Westcliffe, and Hardscrabble Cafion. 

Otocoris alpestris leucolaema. Desert Horned Lark. Larks were seen, 
but not very abundantly, various localities between Colorado Springs and just 
beyond Parkdale. were very common all through the San Luis Valley, and 
one the characteristic birds that region. were common along the road 
the southern part Custer County, and about Westcliffe, and from east 
Beulah far north Buttes station. probably more chance than any other 
reason that did not see them north the latter point. the Medano Ranch 
the last June young just out the nest were frequently seen, with their parents 
feeding them. Horned Larks were seen Villa Grove, January, 1907; Mosca, 
January, 1908; and Querida, February, 1909, and were fairly abundant all 
those places those dates. 

Pica pica hudsonia. Magpie. Seen frequently between Colorado Springs and 
Villa Grove; south the latter point there are trees along the road, none 
were seen, except some full fledged young Garita station between Moffat and 
Hooper, and there were nests some cottonwoods the abandoned ranch near 
Hooper where camped; birds were seen Sand Creek and Mosca Creek; 
nest two were seen Madenos Creek, but birds; birds were seen Muddy 
Creek; they were common Westcliffe, and between that place and Colorado 
Springs. Magpies Villa Grove January, 1907, and Querida Feb- 
ruary, 1909. 

Cyanocitta stelleri diademata. Jay. This species was not seen 
frequently would have expected. Birds were encountered near Salida; 
Madenos the Huerfano County side Madenos Pass; Hardscrabble 
Cafion, and the Beulah road. saw one near Villa Grove, January, 1907. 

Aphelocoma woodhousei. Woodhouse’s Jay. Seen our Texas Creek camp 
and near Howard. 

Corvus corax sinuatus. Western Raven. were seen Medano 
Ranch, July first, one which Durand shot. saw two near the head Madenos 
Creek, and thought saw one near Westclifie. The stomach the bird killed 
Medano Ranch had the remains some nestling birds it. preserved this 
stomach, but have not yet had examined. 

Corvus brachyrhynchos hesperis. Western Crow. dozen Crows were 
seen July the South Hardscrabble road just above its junction with the main 
road, and two three were seen field mile two east Beulah. 

Nucifraga columbiana. Clarke’s Crow. number seen Mosca Creek; some 
were seen Madenos and some Querida. 

Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus. Jay. Seen between Parkdale and Texas 
Creek; Howard and between there and Salida; Mosca Creek; Muddy Creek: 
and Querida. The last mentioned place very high for this species, over 9000 
feet, and their post-breeding wanderings which take them such elevation. 
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Molothrus ater. Cowbird. Seen Hooper, Mosca, San Luis Lakes, Medano 
Ranch, Durkee Ranch, Querida, and near Colorado Springs. egg was found 
Savannah Sparrow’s nest Medano Ranch. 

Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Blackbird. species was 
seen some the small lakes near San Luis Lake, and Medano Ranch, nesting 
the bushes and cat-tails. Durand saw one Querida, another instance post- 
breeding wandering. also saw one few miles south Westcliffe. 

Agelaius phoeniceus fortis. Redwing. Seen few miles south 
Colorado Springs; near Cafion City; near Texas Creek; San Luis Lake; abund- 
ant Medano Ranch, and the meadows near Westcliffe. Also seen near Buttes 
Station. 

Sturnella neglecta. Western Meadowlark. Often seen from Colorado Springs 
the Durkee Ranch, very common the San Luis Valley; next seen Muddy 
Creek; common Westcliffe; seen occasionally between Beulah and Colorado 
Springs. 

Icterus bullocki. Bullock’s Oriole. Seen near our Texas Creek camp; the 
Durkee Ranch; and few between Pueblo and Colorado Springs. Much the 
country visited was not specially favorable for these birds, and much course was 
not carefully examined. They are doubt more abundant than these notes would 
indicate. 

Euphagus cyanocephalus. Blackbird. Seen everywhere between 
Colorado Springs and the Durkee Ranch, and very common bird many places; 
seen Muddy Creek; Westcliffe, late July, they were beginning gather 
flocks their habit after the breeding season. Seen near Beulah. San Luis 
Lake, June 18, found young one panting under such shade greasewood 
bush afforded the middle the day; was able fly little; the birds must 
nest the ground here, the greasewood bushes, for there are trees. 

Quiscalus quiscula aeneus. Bronzed Grackle. Seen Glendale and 
City. 

Carpodacus cassini. Cassin’s Finch. This bird was seen Querida only, 
where was rather common about the town. 

Carpodacus mexicanus frontalis. House Finch. One seen Frey’s yard 
Salida, and one Mosca. persuade myself present adopt the new 
pression that the species peculiar characteristic California, and think 
that can hardly said the case with bird which 
from western parts Kansas and Texas the Pacific, and from Oregon northern 
Mexico’’. Bailey, Handbook Birds Western United States. long ago 
1874 Coues used the name House Finch the Birds the Northwest, that 
not newly invented realize that some the vernacular names present 
more difficult problem than the scientific, many birds are known different 
names different localities, and hard decide the most appropriate, but 
this case think the Committee had better have let the old name stand until they 
could find really good one. 

Leucosticte tephrocotis. Gray-crowned Rosy Finch. February 1909, 
there was very large flock Rosy Finches about Querida, and out col- 
lected were Gray-crowns. 

Leucosticte tephrocotis Rosy Finch. One was taken 
Querida February 1909. 

Leucosticte atrata. Finch. One taken Querida February 1909. 


Leucosticte australis. Brown-capped Rosy Finch. Six out the taken 
Querida February were this species. 

Astragalinus tristis. Goldfinch. Seen Beulah and Fountain. 
course possible these may have been but specimens were col- 
lected the point cannot decided. 

Spinus pinus. Pine Siskin. small flock were seen Salida; one two 
were seen about six miles south Westcliffe, and some were seen the road 
Beulah. 

Passer domesticus. House Sparrow. birds were almost everywhere 
where there were habitations, including the Medano Ranch, except possibly 
Querida, where was rare, present all; can only say that thought 
saw one. 

Pooecetes gramineus confinis. Western Vesper Sparrow. Fairly common from 
Colorado Springs few miles west our Texas Creek camp; was fairly com- 
mon from Poncha Pass down the San Luis Valley Mosca, but did not seem 
about San Luis Lake, and but few were seen Medano Ranch; was quite com- 
mon the dry region along the road the southern part the Wet Mountain 
Valley when going Rosita and Querida; was common Querida and West- 
cliffe, and between the two places, and few miles east Beulah. Near Westcliffe, 
July 23, found nest containing three eggs; was the ground, amongst 
little bunch low rabbit brush. This was most likely second set. 

Passerculus sandwichensis alaudinus. Western Savannah Sparrow. This bird 
was first taken Salida; was very common the meadows Medano Ranch, 
and many were seen daily; June 25, Durand found nest containing three eggs, 
two days after there were four, one being Cowbird’s. The female belonging 
the nest was collected, and was found dissection that the full complement had 
been laid; very possibly was second set. The nest was deep cup amongst the 
grass. species was also common the meadows near Westcliffe. 

Chondestes grammacus strigatus. Western Lark Sparrow. Seen occasionally 
along the road from Colorado Springs Texas Creek. Some were seen few 
miles south Westcliffe; they were seen quite frequently between Beulah and 
Colorado Springs, indeed, they were common many places along the road here. 

Zonotrichia leucophrys. White-crowned Sparrow. high basin just 
above timberline the head Madenos Creek, and one seen near the foot 
Madenos Pass. 

Spizella monticola ochracea. Western Tree Sparrow. Seen Mosca, January 
19, 1908, and Querida, February 10, 1909. 

Spizella passerina arizonae. Western Chipping Sparrow. Eight 
Mile Park, west Cafion City; seen our Texas Creek camp, Howard, Mosca 
Creek, near Rosita, Querida, miles south Westcliffe, the Beulah road, 
and south Fountain. Most these localities were those where there were pifion 
pine trees, and the birds not seem frequent, the breeding season least, 
the more open brush covered country. 

Spizella breweri. Brewer’s Sparrow. Aiken collected one about halfway 
between Glendale and City. was very common indeed the San Luis 
Valley about midway between the Medano and Durkee Ranches. Seen near 
Muddy Creek, and along the road the southern part Custer County. was 
common the dry country about Westcliffe. small sparrow seen near Eden 
Station, north Pueblo, may have been this species, but was quite likely 
have been immature Chipping Sparrow; was not collected, and was not seen 
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very clearly. nest containing three eggs was found Hooper, June 16, built 
greasewood bush few inches above the ground. 

Junco aikeni. White-winged Junco. ‘One two seen Querida, February, 
1909. ‘The rarest the three Juncos seen there. 

Junco mearnsi. Pink-sided Junco. Common about Querida, February, 1909. 

Junco phaeonotus caniceps. Gray-headed Junco. Seen near Poncha Pass, 
Madenos (specimens collected both localities), miles south Rosita, 
Querida, and Hardscrabble Cafion. wascommon Querida February, 1909. 

Melospiza melodia montana. Mountain Song Sparrow. Seen Glendale, near 
Salida, and our Poncha Westcliffe took full grown young 
the year, July 24. 

Melospiza georgiana. Swamp Sparrow. Merritt Cary took one the Medano 
Ranch, October 23, 1907 xxvi, 182, April, 1909). Both Durand and 
myself looked industriously for the bird, but failed find any, much 
inclined think Cary’s bird was straggling migrant. 

Pipilo maculatus montanus. Seen near Cotopaxi, Howard, 
and Badger, all being points along the Arkansas River. 

Pipilo fuscus mesoleucus. Towhee. One was taken west 
City, just east Eight Mile Park, and one seen near station. 

Pipilo aberti. Abert’s Towhee. single record this species for Colorado 
based what one cannot help thinking decidedly unsatisfactory evidence, 
nest containing two eggs which Henshaw found the San Luis Lakes, and which 
says compared with specimens the Smithsonian and considered them 
belong Abert’s Towhee. birds were seen the nest, and says had 
evidently been deserted short time before. Mr. Aiken tells that the next 
year after Henshaw was there, 1874, hesaw bird supposed was this the same 
locality, but had only glimpse it, and was unable saw 
Towhees any kind the lakes. 

Oreospiza chlorura. Green-tailed Towhee. near Poncha Pass, and 
Durkee Ranch; seen Mosca Creek, Madenos near Rosita, West- 
cliffe, and Hardscrabble Cafion. ‘The one shot Durkee Ranch was quite high 
cottonwood tree working about among the branches what struck 
fashion, much that was puzzled know what the bird 
was until picked up. may well known habit, can only say never 
noticed before. 

Zamelodia melanocephala. Grosbeak. mesa east 
Beaver Creek; seen Copper Gulch, near Texas Creek, between Salida and Poncha 
Springs, Muddy Creek, Hardscrabble and Fountain. 

Calamospiza melanocorys. Bunting. One two were seen near Turkey 
Creek; mixed flock 20, males and females, old and young, were seen 
near Westcliffe, and some were seen various places between Beulah and Colorado 
Springs. 

Piranga ludoviciana. Western Tanager. Seen but once during the whole trip, 
Copper Gulch. 

Petrochelidon lunifrons. Cliff Swallow. Seen Coaldale, about Moffatt, 
Hooper, and Mosca. the latter place grain elevator, about which the birds 
were swarms; counted 108 nests one side under the eaves, and there seemed 
many the other side; this would mean over 400 adult birds, say 
nothing the young. were many the Medano Ranch, and they were 
seen Muddy Creek, Querida, Westcliffe, and near Beulah. 

Hirundo erythrogaster. Barn Swallow. Seen ranch south Colorado 
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Springs the first day out; near Texas Creek; Coaldale; north Villa Grove, 
between that place and Moffat, Hooper, Mosca, San Luis Lake, Medano Ranch, 
and Westcliffe. 

Tachycineta thalassina lepida. Violet-green Swallow. Seen practically every- 
where went between Parkdale and Beulah, and everything considered the most 
abundant the swallows. Querida, July 30, the swallows were beginning 
gather flocks. Mosca Creek, birds this species were seen entering old 
woodpecker’s holes aspen trees, and doubt had nests there, they often use 
them. 

Lanius borealis. Northern Shrike. One seen Mosca, January 19, 1908. 

Lanius ludovicianus excubitorides. White-rumped Shrike. Seen quite com- 
monly from little above Moffat Mosca; was San Luis Lake, where Durand 
saw grown young June 20, and was also Medano Ranch. Seen Westcliffe, 
near Beulah, and between Pueblo and Buttes station. 

Vireosylva gilva swainsoni. Western Warbling Vireo. Taken Van Andert’s 
Spring, Glendale, Howard, Durkee Ranch, and seen Mosca Creek. 

Dendroica aestiva. Yellow Warbler. Seen Glendale, near Cotopaxi, 
Howard, Poncha Springs, Villa Grove, and Durkee Ranch. 

Dendroica auduboni. Audubon’s Warbler. near Poncha Pass, seen 
Madenos Creek, and Muddy Creek. female seen Madenos Creek, about 
10,000 feet elevation, July 11, acted very disturbed manner, she had 
nest young, but could find neither. 

Oporornis tolmiei. MacGillivray’s Warbler. Durand took one Mosca Creek. 

Geothlypis trichas occidentalis. Western Yellowthroat. Seen Glendale; 
were rather common among the cat-tails one the small lakes 
the Medano Ranch. 

Icteria virens longicauda. Chat. Several seen Glendale. 

Anthus rubescens. Pipit. One was taken Durand high mountain 
the head Madenos Creek; also saw one the same general locality. 

Cinclus mexicanus Water Ouzel. Seen Madenos Creek, and 
Hardscrabble 

Oroscoptes montanus. Sage Thrasher. very common bird all through that 
part the San Luis Valley visited me; two were seen about two miles north 
Muddy Creek, Huerfano County; they were very common Westcliffe, where 
parties were seen the last July; one was taken, others seen, about ten 
miles west Pueblo. Immediately after made camp the Medano Ranch 
discovered nest containing three newly hatched young, and egg, which had 
disappeared the next day. nest was greasewood bush. watched 
closely, intending take some photographs soon the young were large 
enough, and the morning July knowing was going leave next day, went 
see everything was all right, intending take the pictures once, but there 
was only single dead, much bedraggled young bird there, and could find 
trace the other two. had rained very hard the night before, but though this 
might account for the death, does not account for the missing. The next morn- 
ing, July found about halfway between the Medano and Durkee Ranches nest 
containing four eggs, about which the parents were very anxious, think 
probable incubation was nearly complete. This was rabbit brush about foot 
above the ground, the other nest having been three feet from the ground. 

Mimus polyglottos leucopterus. Western Mockingbird. Seen between Glen- 
dale and City; near Copper Gulch; Hooper, San Luis Lake, about half 
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way between Beulah and Pueblo, and rather frequently between Eden and Buttes 
stations. 

Dumetella carolinensis. Catbird. Several seen Glendale, and Durand took 
one Hardscrabble 

Salpinctes obsoletus. Rock Wren. Seen favorable places between Colorado 
Springs and Texas Creek; between Mears and Poncha Pass; near the roadside, 
northern Huerfano County; Querida, where family parties were seen; about ten 
miles west Pueblo, and between Eden and stations. 

Troglodytes aedon parkmani. Western House Wren. Seen different places 
between Colorado Springs and Howard; Durkee Ranch; Mosca Creek; Muddy 
Creek; Hardscrabble one was caught mouse trap set under the over- 
hanging creek bank; also seen near Buttes. 

Cistothorus stellaris. Short-billed Marsh Wren. Cary took one Medano 
Ranch, October 23, 1907 182, April, 1909). made careful 
search for the bird, especially the small lake where were told obtained his 
specimen, but birds were found, and nests were found about the cat-tails 
and rushes where they would have built they had been there, have come 
the same conclusion the case the Swamp Sparrow, that Cary’s bird was 
straggling migrant. 

Telmatodytes palustris plesius. Interior Tule Wren. his report, 
records three specimens from the San Luis Lakes, May and June, 1873. 
While did not know this when the lakes, the search for the Short-billed Wren 
should have revealed this species had been there. 

Sitta carolinensis nelsoni. Rocky Mountain Nuthatch. Seen Howard, and 
Mosca Creek. Also taken Querida, February 1909. 

Penthestes atricapillus septentrionalis. Long-tailed Chickadee. Seen Her- 
ard’s Ranch, Madenos Creek. 

Penthestes gambeli. Mountain Chickadee. Taken Howard and Querida; 
also latter place, February, 1909. 

Psaltriparus plumbeus. Bush-tit. Taken near Parkdale; seen 
Texas Creek, and Howard. 

Myadestes townsendi. Solitaire. One seen high ridge near 
the head Madenos Creek. 

Planesticus migratorius propinquus. Western Robin. Seen constantly from 
Colorado Springs Villa Grove; after that none were seen until got the Dur- 
kee Ranch, and from there seen every locality until reached Colorado 
Springs. 

Sialia mexicana bairdi. Chestnut-backed Bluebird. Seen about mile west 
Texas Creek, and Durand saw four five near our Madenos Creek camp. 

Sialia currucoides. Mountain Bluebird. Seen almost everywhere from Colo- 
rado Springs Beulah. After the middle July many young birds were seen. 


FOR THE BETTER DETERMINATION 
JOHN MAILLIARD 
WITH TWO PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOSEPH MAILLIARD 


ITH only limited reference library available, perhaps unwise un- 
dertake the betterment the determination species; and yet our own 
douts, coupled with those exprest many our ornithological friends, 
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the constant characteristics the species question, more especially re- 
gards the females, seem warrant the offering the results careful study 
brother and myself large series tricolor, phoeniceus, 
and during which, however, attempt was made differentiate the 
two latter. 

Before setting forth these supposedly heretofore unnotist characteristics 
tricolor, seems advisable enumerate composite and elaborated form such 


Fig. 14. WING-TIPS MALES AGELAIUS PHOENICEUS, GUBERNATOR AND 
TRICOLOR SHOWING RELATIVE LENGTHS PRIMARIES THE THREE FORMS 


constant factors have been able confirm those laid down for this species 
the Key North American Birds, 4th and 5th editions, Coues, and Birds 
North and Middle America, Ridgway, the best authorities our command during 
this work, follows: 

Male, lesser wing-coverts dark red (like venous blood) bordered middle 
wing-coverts pure white during the period breeding, and old ivory white 


Fig. WING-TIPS FEMALES THE THREE FORMS, ABOVE 


light buff during the fall, winter and spring months, and immaturity; occasionally 
partially wholly black the latter phase. 

Male and female, plumage more glossy and silky texture the touch: only 
approacht and during immaturity. 

Male and female adults other than breeding and immatures, show 
brown feather edgings; when present and such 
edgings are rusty rufous. 

Male and female, bill more slender than the other forms this genus. 
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addition these, now call attention the following: 

Male and female, 4th primary a/ways than (outer). charac- 
teristic has proved constant the examination our series males 
and females and few other available specimens, and markt distinction 
and gubernator, the examination 146 specimens these showing the 
4th primary equal to, longer than, the usually longer. 

the above mentioned material, the minimum difference between 
the (outer) primary and the 5th was found materially greater than the 
maximum difference the other forms, and shown millimeters the follow- 
ing table: 


Average Maximum Minimum 
tricolor 10.74 11.00 13.80 7.70 8.10 
phoeniceus 3.47 4.24 7.50 7.10 0.00 
gubernator 


submitting the accompanying photographs wings, attention also called 
the markt difference the gradation from the primaries the tertiaries 
tricolor compared that the other two forms. these photographs were 
taken from dried skins, they not show the wings the best advantage, but 
sufficiently for the purposes this article. 


MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS FROM ALASKA 
JOSEPH GRINNELL 


Museum Vertebrate Zoology the University California contains 
considerable proportion Alaskan birds. Some these, from particular 
regions, have already been reported upon special papers, and some, from 

well-known localities, are not considered worthy record. But there remain the 
following listed species which, because interesting date locality capture, ap- 
pear deserve record. ‘These selected specimens are from variety sources, 
chief which are the natural history collections obtained Chas. Hall from 
1894 1901 various points Alaska and Forty-mile, Territory. The 
birds from the latter place have listed separate paper 1909, pp. 
202-207). ‘There are also number birds secured Allen Hasselborg the 
spring and fall 1908 the Yakutat Bay district. All the species 
herewith are from points Alaska. 


Limosa lapponica baueri. Pacific Godwit. Six adults (nos. 4815-4820), St. 
Michael, May and 22, two adults 4821, 4822), Unalaska, May 

Limosa haemastica. Godwit. Adult female (no. 4823), St. 
Michael, May 22, 1896, Hall; two immature females 7105, 7106), Kenai, 
July 26, 1906; Seale. 

Totanus melanoleucus. Greater juvena) (no. 
7111), Kenai, July 26, 1906; Seale. 
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Canachites canadensis osgoodi. AlaskaSpruceGrouse. Four adults 
4521, 4516, 4520), Russian Mission, lower Yukon, October 12, and 28, 1894; 
adult (no. 4522), Nulato, October 1894; Hall. 

Bonasa umbellus umbelloides. Gray Ruft Grouse. Adult male (no. 4514), 
Russian Mission, lower Yukon, October 11, 1894; two adult males (nos. 4507, 4510), 
Fort Yukon, September 24, 1895; Hall. 

Buteo borealis calurus. Western Red-tailed Hawk. two-thirds-grown 
juvenals (nos. 4966, 4967), Yukon River, Alaska, miles below Forty-mile, T., 
July 28, 1894; Hall. appears the first record this race from 
Alaska, and the first known occurrence any Red-tail Alaska north Glacier Bay. 

Aquila chrysaetos. Golden Eagle. Adult male (no. 4502), Russian Mission, 
lower Yukon, April 19, 1895; squirrel 

Falco gyrfalco rusticolus. Gyrfalcon. Immature(?) male (no. 4963), Russian 
Mission, lower Yukon, April 18, 1895; Hall. 

Asio flammeus. Short-eared Owl. Male (no. 4940), St. Michael, October 12, 
1895, Hall; female (no. 7084), Anklin River, Yakutat Bay region, Septem- 
ber 29, 1908, Hasselborg. The former pale, the latter very dark. 

Bubo virginianus algistus. St. Michael Adult female (no. 4969), 
St. Michael, November 20, 1895; Hall. 

Bubo virginianus subarcticus. Arctic Horned Owl. Adult male (no.4968), Rus- 
sian Mission, lower Yukon, December 20, 1894, Hall; adult female (no. 7085), 
Bay, May 15, 1908, Dixon. The latter forwarded Washington 
where Mr. Oberholser named But this subspecies, restrict- 
ed, does not belong Alaska, much less the Yakutat regionin Way! ‘The other 
specimen indistinguishable from it, and the two constitute the first records 
subarcticus for Alaska (unless they light some other form! 

Bubo virginianus lagophonus. Ruddy Horned Owl. Adult male (no. 7113), 
Kenai, August 1906; Seale. 

Surnia Adult female (no. 4949), Russian Mission, 
lower Yukon, April 22, 1895; Hall. 

Dryobates pubescens nelsoni. Nelson Downy Woodpecker. Three adults (nos. 
4647-4649), Russian Mission, lower Yukon, October and November 1894; 

Picoides arcticus. Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. Adult female (no. 6461), 
Alaska’’,(no date); Turner. This probably means somewhere 
the Yukon River, not necessarily Fort Yukon. 

Picoides americanus americanus. Alaska Woodpecker. 
male (no. 4709), Rapids, Yukon River, July 21, 1894; adult female (no. 4710), 
Russian Mission, lower Yukon, October 21, 1894; Hall. 

Perisoreus canadensis fumifrons Ridgway. Alaska Jay. Adult female (no. 
7109), Lake Skilak, Kenai Peninsula, August 10, 1906, Seale; juvenal male (no. 
4546), Russian Mission, lower Yukon, May 30, 1895, Hall; three adults (nos. 
4544, 4545, 4547), Russian Mission, Andreiefski Post, and Fort Yukon, April 21, 
1895, November 14, 1894, and August 23, 1894; Hall. 

Euphagus carolinus. Rusty Blackbird. Adult male (no. 4552), Russian Mis- 
sion, lower Yukon, May 1895, Hall; immature male (no. 7075), Anklin 
River, Yakutat Bay district, October 15, 1908, Hasselborg. 

Pinicola enucleator Kadiak Pine Grosbeak. Adult males (nos. 7073, 
7074), Anklin River, Yakutat Bay district, October and 13, 1908; Hasselborg. 

Pinicola enucleator alascensis. Alaska Pine Grosbeak. Seven adults (nos. 
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4566-4572), Russian Mission, lower Yukon, March 31, April and 30, and May 
and 21, 1895; Hall. 

Leucosticte tephrocotis Rosy Finch. Adult (no. 7077), 
Anklin River, Yakutat Bay district, June 10, 1908; Hasselborg. 

Acanthis linaria linaria. Common Redpoll. Juvenal female (no. 4617), Kos- 
erefski, lower Yukon, July 16, 1894; adult male (no. 4618), Russian Mission, lower 
Yukon, May 30, 1895; Hall. 

Plectrophenax hyperboreus. McKay Snow Bunting. Adult males (nos. 4644, 
4645), Kuskokwim River latitude Russian Mission, lower Yukon’’), 
April 30, 1895; Hall (shot Indian). 

Calcarius lapponicus alascensis. Alaska Longspur. ‘Three adults (nos. 7078- 
7080), Setuck and Anklin rivers, Yakutat Bay district, April and 16, 1908; 
Hasselborg. 

Zonotrichia coronata. Golden-crowned Sparrow. Adult male (no. 7076), 
Anklin River, Yakutat Bay district, May 1908; Hasselborg. Mr. Hasselborg 
asserts positively that this species only transient the Yakutat Bay region, and 
not breeding bird, thought Osgood x1, May 1909, 107). 

Spizella monticola ochracea. Western Sparrow. Two specimens (nos. 
7081, 7082), Anklin River, Yakutat Bay district, and 13, 1908; 
Hasselborg. 

Passerella iliaca unalaschensis. Shumagin Fox Sparrow. Adult male (no. 
4585), Unalaska, June 1894; Hall. Fox Sparrow has been previously 
secured from Unalaska ‘‘unless the Aoonalaska Bunting Latham really came from 
(Ridgway, Bds. Mid. Am. 1901, 389). the present speci- 
men assumes decided importance. bird bears out all the characters the 
race called defined Ridgway, and doubtless indicates the west- 
ward limit the range that form. 

Iridoprocne bicolor. Swallow. Adult male (no. 4633), Aphoon mouth 
Yukon River, July 1894; Hall. Wing 122.4 mm: much longer than 
California birds 

Tachycineta thalassina lepida. Violet-green Swallow. Adult male and female 
(nos. 4634, 4635), Fort Hamlin, Yukon River, May 27, 1898; Hall. 

Lanius borealis invictus. Alaska Shrike. Adult female (no. 4528), Fort 
Yukon, May 23, 1898; Hall. 

Dendroica aestivarubiginosa. Alaska Yellow Warbler. Adult male (no. 4606), 
Aphoon mouth Yukon River, July 13, 1894; Hall. 

Dendroica coronata hooveri. Alaska Myrtle Warbler. Adult males (nos. 4613, 
4614), Russian Mission, lower Yukon, May and 30, 1895; Hall. 

Dendroica striata. Black-poll Warbler. Four adults (nos. 4607-4610), Kotlik 
and Russian Mission, lower Yukon, June and May 29, 1895; Hall. 

Seiurus noveboracensis notabilis. Alaska Water-thrush. Juvenal male (no. 
4602), Aphoon mouth Yukon, July 13, 1894; Hall. 

Hylocichla ustulata swainsoni. Thrush. Adult male (4620), 
Rapids, Yukon River, July 21, 1894; adult male (no. 4619), Fort Hamlin, Yukon 
River, June 1898; Hall. 


FROM FIELD AND STUDY 


The Alaska Longspur California.—On October 1909, was hunting rails the tide 
marshes False Bay, San Diego County, California. the edge the marsh saw sparrow 
the Salicornia that lookt like lark finch molt. this was unusual place for that 
species flusht the bird. rose some hight but soon came down alighting near the place 
from which started. flight showed little white the tail that followed observe 
further, when flew again, passing over and alighting weeds the foot the slope 
outside the Salicornia, where shotit. The bird was adult female winter plumage, and has 
been identified Robert Ridgway the Alaska Longspur, Calcarius lapponicus alascensis. 
believe this the most southern record for the Pacific STEPHENS. 


Limonites ruficollis (Pall.) American Bird.—In the September number THE 
see interesting record Mr. John Thayer Limonites (Pall.) breed- 
ing Alaska, Nome. 

When working over the second part Russian work Limicolae the Russian 
(sub-family went 1903 Warszawa, Poland, some questions could 
not properly resolved without examining skins that served the late Dr. Taczanowski for his 
Ornithologique Siberie Here the ornithological museum Count 
Branicki, especially rich South American skins, found, among specimens 
(Vieill.), adult sandpiper full winter dress, labelled ‘‘Tr. pusilla, Wilson. America septen- 

had just minutely studied large number Tringinae and their allies, including 
ruficollis (Pall.). The history this specimen could not traced, but was bought from 
dealer, and the first known American specimen course could fetch much high- 
price than common bird pusillus there could possible fraud. 

Dimensions this specimen are: wing, 102.5 mm.; tail, 43; exposed culmen, 18; tarsus, 19; 
middle toe with nail, 20. The shaft the first primary does not differ coloring from the sev- 
eral next ones, all being brownish near the bases and tips, and whitish pre-apical parts; 
lower throat quite unstreaked; feet, course, not webbed, black. 

This fact was recorded work ‘‘Limicolae the Russian Pt. II, 133, Moskva, 
1905.—S. BUTURLIN. 


Additions Grinnell’s List Birds the San Bernardino 
carolina. Sora Rail. saw one this species which was shot camper Bear Lake, June 
20, 1907. 

Columba fasciata. Pigeon. During the first half June, 1906, found the 
Wild Pigeon not rare around Mountain Home and the Santa Ana Canyon about 8000 feet. 

Asio Owl. have female this species which took near Bear 
Lake about 7000 feet elevation, June 15, 1907. 

Western Kingbird. took adult this species the east 
end Bear Lake, June 24, 1907. 

Baeolophus tnornatus murinus. San Diego Titmouse. sawa pair this species feeding 
young near Seven Oaks, June 12, 1906. 

Chondestes grammacus strigatus. Western Lark Sparrow. found nest this species 
containing four young, the ground near Bear Lake, June 16, 1907. 

Sialia currucoides. Mountain Bluebird. This species, altho not the Western 
Bluebird, was breeding commonly the timber around Bear Lake June, 


The Pectoral Sandpiper Santa Barbara.—On the morning September 17, 1909, 
found and watcht leisure single bird this species (Pisobia maculata), feeding and 
about some small muddy pools here Santa Barbara. The next day was still there, and after 
some time another one walkt into sight from bunch reeds. bird was more 
brightly buff the breast than the first—a younger bird, suppose. Number one would not 
allow number two remain beside it, but chased away often approacht, 
the wing, sometimes foot. Then both birds, once more well separated, resumed their feeding. 
the same place were three Northern Phalaropes, Greater Yellow-legs, Green Heron, Spot- 
ted Sandpiper, and mixt flock Western and Least Sandpipers, all more less pestered 
flock Brewer Blackbirds. Sandpipers, feeding, bathing, and preening their 
feathers turns, allowed the closest kind approach, perfect light, that all details 
were abundantly seen: the greenish legs, the parti-colored bill, the black rump, and the immac- 
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ulate chin. was perhaps ten years since last sight birds their kind—at Ipswich, 
Massachusetts—and naturally observed them with much interest. They neither bobbed nor 
teetered, but had plover-like trick half squatting, crouching, when startled. running, 
and now and then when standing still, they assumed peculiarly erect attitude, which gave them 
the appearance being, for sandpipers, uncommonly long-neckt. 

September 20, three birds were present, and the 21st and 23rd single bird was seen. 

Mr. Grinnell’s Check-List California Birds, 1902, the status the Pectoral Sandpiper 
given migrant; known only from the record Cooper its occurrence San 
Francisco Bay’’; and Messrs. Dawson and Bowles, their Birds Washington, mark 
during TORREY. 


Albino Magpie.—The accompanying half-tone from photo remarkably fine 
mounted specimen albino Magpie (Pica pica hudsonia). This bird was one two albino 
birds, brood the balance which was normal every respect. 

The other albino bird was captured and kept captivity Mr. Brown Littleton for some 
time. was very wild even after being captivity for some time, and repeated attempts se- 
cure satisfactory picture the live bird failed. 


Fig. 16. AI,BINO MAGPIE, ONE OF TWO IN AN OTHERWISE NORMAL, BROOD, IN COLORADO 


color both birds were pure white save for slight creamy tint which may have been due 
soiled plumage. The bird photographed was mounted Jonas Brothers, Taxidermists, 
Denver.—R. ROCKWELL. 


Notes from Sacaton, Arizona.—October 25, 1909, notist flock about small birds 
flying above field grass and alfalfa. first glance thought they were House Finches 
fall flock, but the distance was several hundred feet and their actions were not orthodox for the 
finches linnets. The flock remained one spot too long, and other indefinite indications 
made question their identity. While watching them Cooper Hawk gave chase and secured 
one the birds mid-air. secured gun and went back the field for specimen. They 
allowed approach very near before taking flight, close twenty feet some cases. 
While the ground they were very hard distinguish, the grass clumps were about dry and 
the birds remained motionless when got near them. One was last seen distinctly, and shot 
brought down that one and another near but unseen. peculiarity which imprest was 
the fact that the whole flock did not rise once, but approacht close enough few would 
fly they would wheel the air the white the tail showed striking manner. 
Three were obtained and identified Chestnut-collared Longspurs ornatus) winter 


dress. 
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Last March, the 28th, friend brought Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis). 
had caught out the desert about eight miles west Sacaton and several miles 
from water. was flat back suffering with erysipelas was unable anything with 
the bird, and the man releast it on the bank of a small stream. 

October heard new bird note some cottonwoods along irrigating ditch, and 
once thought the note was not the same and had suggestion Pipit about it. 
heard several days before the bird was seen, short sight him one day being sufficient 
call him Bridled Titmouse wollwebert). weeks heard the notes nearly every 
day but only twice was the bird seen. November 10, the song was heard some Baccharis 
along small stream and two the birds seen. gun was along that day and the two birds 
were secured and identification made sure. Ina residence here more than two years this 
the first time this bird has been seen heard, not common occurrence. 

The Red-eyed Cowbird which recorded THE for September, 1909, 
aeneus has been submitted Mr. Wells Cooke, the Biological Survey, who 
pronounces aeneus aeneus, similar the form from Western Mexico, and 
addition the Check-List. ‘These birds remained around Sacaton the middle 
August when left for California. return, September 21, lookt for them, but without 
FRENCH GILMAN. 

Mortality Among Young Hummingbirds.—During the time that was able devote 
field work the spring 1908, found fourteen Hummingbirds’ nests that was able keep 
track of. Almost all these were near Santa Barbara, and were chiefly the Black-chinned 
(Archilochus with few Allen these, five either were 
destroyed some unknown cause, or, the case two them, the eggs were deserted. 
the remaining nine nests, only one brood was successfully reared. every other case did 
discover the young hummers dead average age four five days. Seven these nests 
were placed over the dry bed certain stream near Santa Barbara, unable judge 
whether their deaths were due only some local cause otherwise. The weather was good 
during this time, the only solution that can see the problem, that the young birds may 
have been fed the dead insects gotten their parents from flowers that had been sprayed 
with poison. This only guess course. Has any one else discovered large mortality 
among young the State during the past year two HOWELL. 


The True Home the Spectacled fischeri (Brandt) commonly 
treated American Indeed the bird rare America, northwestern Alaska 
just touches the outskirts the true breeding range this handsome bird. 

1905 spent year northeastern Siberia, and satisfied myself that between the mouths 
Indigirka (about 148° Greenw.) and Chauna bays (about 172° E.) Arctonetta fischeri 
actually the commonest all the Eiders (tho Somateria spectabilis also numerous, and 
stelleri not rare). east and west becomes scarce, tho attains the 
mouth the Jana, and the New Siberian northwestern Alaska.—S. BUTURLIN. 


Rodgers Fulmar Southern California.—I have two specimens rodgersi 
which found dead the sand near Sunset Beach, Orange County, March 1908. Several 
others were seen the same time different stages decomposition. species probably 
regular migrant along our coast, well out WILLETT. 


The Scott Oriole Los Angeles County.—This large oriole 
occurs fairly ccmmon visitant the desert the northeast side the San Gabriel 
mountains. June 23, 1904, found itcommon the tree-yucca belt near Fairmont, 
Antelope Valley. The orioles were then full song and were doubtless nesting the imme- 
diate vicinity. The song was loud and full, better than that the Bullock re- 
minded the best efforts the latter bird, and yet bore strong resemblance its quality 
the song the Western Meadowlark. apricot orchard near Fairmont was freély patron- 
ized the Scott Orioles from the neighboring yuccas. Twoshot there had their gullets dis- 
tended and faces smeared with apricot pulp. 

The Scott Oriole seems occur only straggler the Pacific slope the County. 
have far but three records, two occurrences spring and one late fall, all male birds. 
Mr. Swarth saw one near Los Angeles April 19, 1895. Mrs. Hilda Wood Grinnell pro- 
cured one, original number 54, now the Grinnell collection, shot her brother from olive 
tree Glendora, May 1904. Mr. Judson secured specimen November 1903, near 
the sign-board station Garnsey the southern part the San Fernando Valley. This 
specimen now no. 4191 the Swarth collection. 

view the above instances would not surprizing the Scott Oriole should found 
occasionally remain all summer some the hot, Lower Sonoran washes along the southern 


base the mountains.—J. GRINNELL. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES AND NEWS 


The task the reviewer not one that 
attracts the average ornithologist. have 
askt number well-qualified persons write 
reviews current books and articles for this 
magazine, but are invariably met with 
either outright refusal one ground an- 
other, subsequent evasion. review 
all current ornithological literature, especially 
that pertaining Western North America, 
would valuable feature THE CONDOR. 
would furnish our readers index 
whatever else being done our field, and 
would give them estimate (at least from the 
standpoint the reviewer) the current 
articles outside our own magazine. 
more, such recognition their work due all 
authors. 

The present editors THE CONDOR have 
times the past endeavored present notices 
all relevant publications. But are now 
becoming convinced that impossible for 
alone adequately handle this phase the 
work. Moreover, not expected that 
single individual have the time appropri- 
ate knowledge enable him digest and 
summarize (let alone critically analyze) bro- 
chures pertaining all phases the subject. 
The ideal would for one person, who him- 
self working that field, handle the litera- 
ture life histories, another handle syste- 
matic papers, another, paleontological, and 
on, REVIEWERS. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES AND NEWS 


connection with the foregoing take this 
opportunity calling attention the very 
great value American ornithology the 
review department Auk. whohave 
constant need for securing information 
the gist and appraisement articles not imme- 
diately hand, have only refer our files 
Auk. have come feel assured 
that practically nothing has escaped notice 
its review and the review notice that 
are after and find, critical and above 
the initials, A.’’, with what close atten- 
tion read. 

owe the profoundest gratitude Dr. 
Allen for his thirty yearsand more tireless, 
consistent reviewing, not merely from the bib- 
liographical standpoint, but because the wide- 
reaching influence has exerted maintain- 
ing balanced advance American ornitholo- 
gy. How fortunate that such facile pen, and 
the opportunity for reviewing,should have been 
backt the philosophical mind and the wide 
general knowledge. believe make 
mistake referring Doctor Allen the 
most powerful exponent ornithology among 
Americans during the past twenty-five years. 
And has been very large measure thru his 
reviews that current opinion has been tem- 
pered, perhaps directed some cases. Certain 
publisht works have appeared which were 
tinctly the wrong track their conclusions, 
and devolved upon reviewer 
give the mass more less amateur ornithol- 
ogists Only and ahead of, 
the times, could serve such capacity, with- 
out proving hindrance rather than incent- 
very great deal. small proportion his 
service lies those thirty years reviews. 


confess that may rightly accused 
editorial inconsistency this issue. But 
bey offer the excuse that said inconsist- 
ency the result the granting the special 
request, the author the article question, 
that old-fashioned usage the matter pos- 
sessives and spelling retained. From the 
editorial standpoint is, course, desirable 
that authors conform our custom all 
regards. general appearance our maga- 
zine demands this, too. 


The Southern Division the Cooper Club 
has decided that hereafter their monthly meet- 
ings held regularly (excepting during June, 
July and August) the last Thursday evening 
each month, room the City Hall, Los 
Angeles. This will make possible for distant 
members who might find convenient attend, 
know far advance when and where 
expect find the club session. 


Mr. John Rowley has recently been appoint- 
Curator Mammals the California Aca- 
demy Sciences. His work will lie chiefly 
the preparation habitat groups large mam- 
mals, this the main feature the exhibit 
installed the new building for which 
plans are drawn up. Mr. Rowley will also be- 
gin the accumulation material towards the 
formation research collection mammals. 
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are pleased announce the addition 
new name the list active bird men resident 
California. Mr. Bowles, late Tacoma, 
Washington, has removed to Santa Barbara, 
which will make his home. result 
his bird work the vicinity may expect 
some ornithology along new lines, least for 
that region. Mr. Bowles isan intensive student 
life histories, and accurate and vivid writer. 


PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED 


second new fossil bird from the asphalt 
beds near Los Angeles described Mr. 
MILLER paper entitled TERAT- 
ORNIS NEW AVIAN GENUS FROM RANCHO 
species is, course, new, well 
honor Professor John Merriam the 
University California, thru whose efforts the 
Rancho Brea fossil beds have been brought 
the attention paleontologists. 

The description based corocoids, ster- 
num, and nearly complete skull. The frag- 
ments far secured represent least four in- 
dividuals. bird related the Birds 
Prey, and was immense size, much greater 
than any existing flying bird. found 
difficult assign the new form any existing 
family, tho vulture-like characters predom- 
inate. Since the limb bones and feet are still 
unknown final conclusions relationship 
are postponed; yet appears probable that 
new family will have establisht for it. 
This discovery the greatest degree im- 
portance and interest, probably more any 
previousone among fossil birds for two decades. 

the same paper there also described 
new species vulture, larger than the Turkey 
Buzzard, closely related the Black Vulture 
the South Atlantic States. This called 
Catharista occidentalis. Mr. Miller’s work 
the fossil birds the Rancho Brea beds 
continue, may expect further discoveries 
extreme interest the light that they shed 
the history the avifauna southern Califor- 
nia.—J. 

THE HABITAT GROUPS NORTH AMERICAN 
BIRDS THE AMERICAN MUSEUM NAT- 
URAL History. FRANK CHAPMAN, 
Curator Ornithology. Guide Leaflet 
Series, no. 28, New York, February, 1909, pp. 
1-48). 

indicated the title, this explana- 
tory manual the beautiful series habitat 
groups North American birds now exhi- 
bition the American Museum. Each one 
figured, and nearly every one about page 
text devoted, explaining the figures 
the group, and the mode life the species 
treated. map indicates the localities repre- 
the Bahamas the St. 


*Univ. Calif. Publ. Geology V, pp. 305-317, figs. 1-11; 
issued Sept. 10, 1909. 
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Lawrence, from the Atlantic the Pacific’’— 
and each group, are told the result 
special Museum expedition charge the 
Curator Ornithology.’’ subjects are 
well chosen, and, judging from the illustra- 
tions, the work magnificently carried out. 
indeed fortunate man who can bring 
undertaking such this toa successful con- 
clusion.—H. 


Mr. ADAMS has recently publisht 
local list decided interest Californians 
entitled LAND BIRDS PLACER COUNTY 
County Institute Research, October 
12, 1909, pp. 27-46). 

this paper 158 species are formally men- 
tioned, and brief notes are given relative 
abundance, seasonal occurrence, and local dis- 
tribution. particular interest the reviewer 
the record two Cedar Waxwings the 
County late June 19. The author does 
not, however, give his opinion whether 
not this may indicate the nesting the species 
the region. seems probable, our mind, 
that merely late date departure. An- 
other record note that the Phainopepla, 
September 

The list large one, for the land birds 
a single county; but it must be remembered 
that Placer County includes transection 
the Sierra Nevada from the western lowlands 
Lake Tahoe. All the life zones with their 
characteristic species, are thus represented 
the County. 

Lists, the nature the present one, are 
always value locally. School teachers and 
others interested amateur way will find 
Mr. list decided aid. And further, 
those more advanced bird students interested 
general distribution will find this paper 
much data value.—J. 


THE BIRDS NEW JERSEY. WITMER 
STONE, Curator, Academy Natural Sciences, 
Philadelphia. Report the 
New Jersey State Museum, Part II, Trenton, 
J., 1909, pp. 11-348, pll. 1-84). The object 
the present report present keys 
and descriptions that will enable anyone 
identify birds that may see, give brief 
sketch the more characteristic habits the 
species, and the same time in- 
clude such facts and records the distribu- 
tion all species will make the reporta 
thoroughly up-to-date list the birds the 
State.’’ All this appears do, clearly 
and concisely, while the author’s name 
sufficient guarantee the care and accuracy 
with which the work carried ont. There are 
chapters the destruction and protection 
birds, and distribution and migration, while 
the report closes with bibliography the 
principal books and papers treating New 
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Jersey ornithology, and also with glossary 
the technical terms used. numerous plates 
are taken from variety sources, mostly 
from the works Audubon Wilson, tho there 
are some photographs museum specimens, 
and many drawings Fuertes and Horsfall, 
which, however, have already appeared else- 
where. the work appears 
excellent, much that the curious blun- 
der which the name Vermivora leucobron- 
chialis attacht two species the same 
page (Brewster Warbler and Lawrence Warbler), 
strikes one with additional force.—H. 

THE BIRDS THE LEEWARD ISLANDS, 
CARIBBEAN SEA, CHARLEs Cory, Curator 
Natural History, Publication Ornith- 
ological Series, Vol. No. pp. 193-255, 
plate (map), Chicago, October, 1909). Tho 
based primarily upon collections birds made 
for the Field Museum Dr. Dearborn and 
Mr. John Ferry, 1908 and 1909, this re- 
port may taken summary all ornith- 
ological work done upon the Leeward Islands 
the present time. the eleven 
islands, groups islands, treated sepa- 
rately, and each case the list birds 
preceded bibliography the ornithologi- 
cal literature pertaining the place; while 
thruout the paper pertinent comment is made 
upon the results attained previous workers 
the field, compared with the collection 
hand. less than eight new species and 
sub-species are and 
Dendroica obscura from Los Roques 
Islands, 
Tiaris tortugensis, and Coereba ferryi from 
Tortuga, Hologuiscalus orquillensis from Los 
Hermanos, and neoxenus and Platy- 
cichla venezuelensis atra from Margarita.—H. 


MINUTES COOPER CLUB MEETINGS 
NORTHERN DIVISION 


SEPTEMBER.—The September meeting the 
Northern Division the Club was held the 
lecture room the Museum Vertebrate 
Zoology the evening September 30, with 
the following members present: 

Sampson, Duprey, Ray, H.S. 
Carriger, Gifford, Joseph Dixon, and 
Miss Alexander, while Miss Kellogg, and Mr. 
Storer were present visitors. 

The meeting was called order 8:30 with 
Minutes the previous meeting were read and 
approved read. The application Claire 
Wood, Detroit, Mich., proposed Mr. Grin- 


MINUTES COOPER CLUB MEETINGS 


nell, was presented and laid over till our next 
meeting. motion duly carried the Secre- 
tary was instructed cast the unanimous bal- 
lot those present electing active member- 
ship those whose names were presented our 
last meeting. Mr. report which was 
presented the last meeting was again laid 
over for one meeting. report from Mr. Lee 
Chambers who committee one finance 
the publishing Avifauna no. was read, and 
motion the same was accepted. The Secre- 
tary was instructed write Mr. Chambers 
thanking him behalf the Club for the 
excellent work done securing the necessary 
funds for publishing this Avifauna. 

Mr. Swarth gave very interesting 
talk about his recent trip southeastern 
Alaska. means launch was 
able visit many the islands the coast, 
and good collection birds and mammals 
was secured. The scarcity birds certain 
sections the country was very noticeable. 
The islands are all heavily wooded and they 
rise abruptly from the water, traveling was 
times very difficult. curious Indian legend 
relative the hooting the Sooty Grouse was 
related Mr. Swarth. The Indians believe 
that the Raven the lord all the birds, and 
also that one time both the Sooty and Spruce 
Grouse hooted, thus making great noise 
the woods. The Raven did not fancy much 
noise forbade the Spruce Grouse 
any hooting and has forever since remained 
silent. 

Defense (see this issue the Con- 
DOR, page 19) and the same was discust 
those present. Adjourned. 

CARRIGER, Secretary 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 


FEBRUARY.—The February meeting was 
called order President Morcom the 
City Hall, Los Angeles, Thursday evening, 
February 25, 1909, with members John Lewis 
Childs, Lelande, George Willett, Lee 
Chambers, Howard, Howard Robertson, 
Osburn, Chester Lamb, Owen, 
Willard Chamberlain, Howard Wright and 
Law present. 

The minutes the last meeting, Jan. 28, 
1909, were read and approved. The following 
applications for membership were presented: 
Munk, Los Angeles, proposed Lee 
Chambers; Lawrence Huey, San Diego, pro- 
posed Stephens; Miss Elizabeth Day 
Palmer, Los Angeles, proposed Lee 
Chambers; Shepardson, Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles, proposed Howard. 

The resignations Mr. Newcombe and 
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Mr. Palmer were accepted, and Mr. 
Roberts was elected active membership. 
The chair was instructed appoint commit- 
tee three investigate plan extension 
the scope the Club and the 
that eastern membership would feature. 
The chair appointed, the suggestion 
Mr. Robertson, Messrs. Morcom, Law and 
Chambers. 

Four papers were read, which have subse- 
quently appeared the Conpor. Adjourned. 

Law, Secretary. 


March meeting was called 
order President Morcom the City Hall, 
Los Angeles, Thursday evening, March 25, 
1909, with members Howard, 
Lelande, Skinner (of the Northern 
Division), Chester Lamb, Howard Robertson, 
Alphonse and Antonin Jay, Willard Chamber- 
Miller present. Mr. Robertson was ap- 
pointed Secretary pro tem. 

The minutes the last meeting Feb. 25, 
1909, were read and approved. Miss Elizabeth 
Day Palmer, Los Angeles, and Messrs. 
Munk, Los Angeles, Lawrence Huey, San 
Diego, Shepardson, Los Angeles, and 
Perez, Los Angeles, were elected active 
membership. 

paper Isaac Motes Kansas City, Mo., 
“In Defense the English Sparrow’’ was read 
and discust. 

ROBERTSON, pro tem. 


April meeting was called 
order President Morcom the City Hall, 
Los Angeles, Thursday evening, May 1909, 
Lee Chambers, Robertson, Alphonse Jay, 
Chamberlain and Law present. The 
the meeting, Mar. 25, 1909, 
were read and approved, the resignation Mr. 
Scott San Diego was accepted with 
regret, and, motion Mr. Robertson, 
seconded Mr. Chambers and carried unan- 
imously, Dr. Hart Merriam was elected 
honorary membership the club, subject 
approval the northern division. Adjourned. 

EUGENE Law, Secretary. 


May.—The May meeting was called order 
President Morcom the City Hall, Los 
Angeles, Thursday evening, May 27, 1909, with 
members Lelande, George Willett, 
Howard, Linton, Willard Chamberlain, 
Howard ‘Robertson, Evan Davis, Otto Zahn, 
Alphonse and Antonin Jay present. The min- 
utes the last meeting, May 1909, were read 
and approved. The balance the evening 
was spent general discussion. Adjourned. 

ROBERTSON, Sec’y, pro tem. 


VoL. XII 


OUTING MEETING.— The annual outing meet- 
ing the Southern Division was called 
order Vice-President Harry Lelande 
July 1909,on board the good ship Flyer some- 
where between Santa Barbara and San Nicolas 
islands, with the following members present: 
Antonin Jay, Chester Lamb and Howard Rob- 
ertson; also the following visitors: 
Caldwell, Gaylord, Hossick, Em- 
McQuilling, Capt. Graves, Mate Grannis, and 
Vic. 

Secretary Law being absent Howard Robert- 
son was elected Secretary pro tem. 

Mr. Linton proposed the names 
Herbert Low and McQuilling, and 
Gaylord for membership. 

The party left Long Beach Friday even- 
ing, July fora three days’ trip Santa Barbara 
and San Nicolas islands. Santa Barbara 
Island was first visited, the party arriving 
early Saturday morning; and most the day 
was spent the island where the gull and 
auklet colonies were examined. Many young 
the Western Gull were seen running about 
the nesting colonies. None the young 
observed were able fly, but all used their legs 
good advantage. Two nests the Western 
Gull, containing two eggs each, were found but 
they appeared badly incubated they 
were not molested. four eggs the 
Island Horned Lark was taken Mr. Antonin 
Jay and Mr. Lelande reported finding the San 
Clemente Honse Finch breeding. 

Leaving Santa Barbara Island abont 
the trip was made San Nicolas Island, reach- 
ing the sand spit the southeast end the 
island about Sunday, July was spent 
on the island by most of the party, some of 
whom walkt around the island and 
the Cormorant rookeries and the Indian burial 
grounds. returning the landing was 
found that the sea was that would 
and firewood, and were soon 
comfortable with roaring fire one the 
caves above the tide line. hearty repast was 
made from one five cent package chewing 
gum, and while more substantial meal would 
have been appreciated the shore, 
one complained the lack food; but all 
were unanimous their desire for drinking 
water. However, one suffered, all taking 
good naturedly tho was part the days’ 
work. Monday morning, the wind having 
gone down, the skiff was landed easily and 
reacht the launch with little trouble. 
hearty breakfast, much enjoyed all, Mr. 
Linton and Howard returned shore 
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find Linton’s father who was camping 
Northwest Harbor. expected this would 
take but short time, but, developt, 
took all day, and the wind again blew 
strong the day before, they were compelled 
stay all night shore. 

Tuesday, July after picking Linton 
and Howard started for Northwest Harbor 
and there found Linton, Sr., and, after taking 
him aboard, started for Long Beach, which was 

Many birds were found both islands. 
Santa Barbara Island several nesting colonies 


were visited both Western Gull and Cassin 


Auklet, while San Nicolas Island many 
gulls and cormorants were found, but 
burrows were discovered. large number 


Island Horned Larks, San Clemente House 


Finches, and song sparrow some species 
were noted both islands. 

Eighteen species birds were seen Santa 
Barbara Island, and fourteen San Nicolas, 
besides six additional species observed sea. 

HOWARD ROBERTSON, Sec’y, pro tem. 


SEPTEMBER.—An informal meeting the 
Cooper Ornithological Club was called order 
Vice-President Lelande the Clerk’s 
Office, City Hall, Los Angeles, Thursday even- 
ing, Sept. 1909, with members Evan Davis, 
Wm. Judson, Pingree Osburn, Chester 
Lamb, Howard Robertson, Prof. Loye 
Holmes Miller, H. J. Lelande, Ozra W. Howard, 
Antonin Jay, Alphonse Jay, W. Lee Chambers, 
Geo. Willett, and Law present, and, 
guest, Dr. Fisher, who charge the 
Economic Investigations the Burean 
Survey, United States Department 

The evening was spent informal talk 
Fisher, outlining his work. Interesting 
data was given regard extensive experi- 
ments for extermination destructive rodents. 
Interesting data concerning bird destruction 
was presented. The Smithsonian Institution 
has accumulated from the entire world 225,000 
bird skins years. data indicates 


that one storm more than 2,000,000 birds 
were destroyed area miles, and yet 


subsequent years showed apparent decrease 


the number individuals the species 


killed this area. 


Some years ago, the Blue- 


bird was almost exterminated the eastern 


states severe weather. few years the 
prove that the domestic cat destroys more birds 
than all natural enemies combined. 
statistics bear directly the tendency to-day 


restricting ornithologists that intelligent 


tesearch almost prohibited. 


The 5,000 
10,000 birds accumulated life-time the 


average sincere ornithologist can make im- 


pression whatever the bird population. 
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seems only reasonable that ornithologists 
protected their collecting privileges. Ad- 

EUGENE Law, Secretary. 


SEPTEMBER.—The September meeting was 
called order President Morcom, with 
members Lee Chambers, Will Judson, Dr. 
Munk, Howard Robertson, Prof. Loye 
Holmes Miller, Otto Zahn, Antonin Jay, Ches- 
ter Lamb, Willard Chamberlain, Pingree 
Osburn and Law present. 

The minutes the June outing meeting 
were read and approved, and Messrs. Low, 
McQuilling and Gaylord proposed the June 
meeting were elected active membership. 

Applications for membership were presented 
follows: Merrill Blain, Tropico, Cal., 
Lee Chambers; Chas. Camp, Sierra 
Madre, Cal., Grinnell; Lawrence Peyton, 
Sespe, Cal., Lee Chambers; Adriaan 
Van Rossem, Pasadena, Cal., Grinnell. 

The resignation Mrs. Mary Donnelly 
was accepted with regret motion Mr. 
Miller. Mr. Lee Chambers read his report 
committee for raising funds for Avifauna 
No. and motion Mr. Robertson, sec- 
onded Mr. Chamberlain, the report was 
accepted, and ordered spread upon the minutes. 

Six hundred copies Avifauna No. were 
printed, total cost $431.40, follows: 
Nace Printing Co. $364.20; mailing envelopes 
$7.00; stamped envelopes $21.12; Postage 
$33.58; letterheads $5.50; total, $431.40. 
Total amount subscribed, $451.00; balance 
hand $19.60, turned into fund. 

Avifaunas nos. and were mailed together, 
thus making the postage item higher about 
seven dollars than would otherwise have 
been. This amount should have come out 
the Avifauna no. fund. 

closing Mr. Chambers thankt the 
members, and some others who are not 
bers, for the liberal manner which they as- 
sisted the publication this, the largest 
single work that the Club has yet attempted. 
papers were read the secretary. 

Law, Secretary. 


October meeting the 
Southern Division the Cooper Club was held 
Thursday evening, October 28, 1909, 
Room City Hall. The meeting was called 
order President Morcom, with the following 
members present: Messrs. Morcom, Lelande, 
Alphonse Jay, Antonin Jay, Zahn, Lamb, Mil- 
ler, Judson, Chambers, Robertson, and Lawrence 
Peyton; and with Mr. present 
visitor. 

the absence Secretary Law, 
Robertson was elected Secretary pro tem. 

The minutes the September meeting were 
read and approved, and Messrs. Blain, Camp, 


Peyton aud Van Rossem, proposed the Sep- 
tember meeting, were elected active mem- 
bership. The following names were proposed 
for membership: Mr. Kofahl, Hollywood, 
Calif., Mr. Lee Chambers; Dr. 
Holt, Banning, and Mr. Brown, 
Jr., San Diego, Calif., Mr. Grinnell; and 
Mr. Grant, Jr., (4th), San Diego, Calif., 
Chapman Grant. 

motion Mr. Chambers, seconded 
Mr. Lelande, the following motion was unani- 
mously adopted: That future meetings the 
Southern Division held the last Thursday 
each month (excepting the months June, 
July and August when meetings shall 
held), Room the City Hall Los 
Angeles, and notice thereof publisht 
the 

Mr. Chambers discust the question obtain- 
ing permits from the State Board Fish Com- 
missioners for the collecting specimens for 
scientific purposes; and motion Mr. 
Miller, seconded Mr. Lelande, and duly 
adopted, the President was authorized ap- 
point committee three confer with the 
Fish Commissioners, their representatives, 
Los Angeles, with relation the granting 
such permits. The President appointed 
Messrs. Robertson, Chambers and Lelande 
such committee. Four papers were read. Ad- 
journed. 

HOWARD ROBERTSON, Secretary, pro tem. 


NOVEMBER.—The November meeting the 
Southern Division the Cooper Club was held 
Thursday evening, December 1909, 
Room City Hall. The meeting was called 
order President Morcom, with the following 
members present: Messrs. Lelande, Howard, 
Miller, Robertson, Willett, Antonin Jay, 
Alphonse Jay, Wright, Van Rossem, Shepard- 
son, Perez, and Law. 

The minutes the October meeting were 
read and approved, and Messrs. Kofahl, 
Holt, Brown and Grant, Jr., 4th, 
were elected toactive membership. Adjourned. 

EUGENE Secretary. 


December meeting the 
Southern Division the Cooper Ornithologi- 


cal Club was held Thursday evening, 
December 30, 1909, City Hall. The 
meeting was called order President 


Morcom, with the following members present: 
Barnes, Evan Davis, Judson, Shephardson, 
Perez, Blain, Wright, Owen, Robertson, Le- 
lande, Willett, Chambers, Antonin Jay, Al- 
phonse Jay, and Law; and visitor, Mr. 
meeting were read and approved. The name 
Allyn Smith, Redlands, California, was 
proposed for membership Mr. Chambers. 
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motion Mr. Willett, seconded 
Lelande, and duly carried, the resignation 
Wm. Bryan, Honolulu, I., was 
cepted with regret. 

The Club then proceeded nominate officers 
for 1910, and nominations were made, fol- 
lows: President, Frean Morcom, proposed 
lande, proposed Mr. Willett; Secretary, 
Law, proposed Mr. Shephardson; Treas- 
Willett. 

The committee appointed interview the 
Game Warden with regard permits for club 
members reported that the attitude the 
Board Fish Commissioners 
liberal, and that those who want permits for 
the serious purpose bird study, will have 
little trouble obtaining them. The Board 
Fish Commissioners, however, will not counte- 
nance any abuses the permits, and 
the Club co-operate minimizing bird slaugh- 
ter. motion made Mr. Robertson, 
conded Mr. Lelande, and duly carried, the 
Secretary was instructed write Mr. Grinnell 
concerning progress the Los Angeles 
list; and see Mr. Grinnell cannot the 
very near future get the manuscript ready for 
publication Avifauna. The 
Division feels confident that will able 
finance such publication thru private sub- 
scription. 

Two papers were read the Secretary, one 
Northwestern Crossbill”; and the other 
Mr. new Cowbird the Genus 
Mr. Magoon Barnes, one 
our Eastern members, Lacon, gave 
short talk decided interest the 
dwelling particularily his aviary wild 
ducks. The members plied Mr. Barnes with 
questions, and very good-naturedly answered 
them all. 

Mr. Barnes has succeeded raising large 
number wild ducks from the eggs; and, 
keeping them confinement, finds the 
Wood-duck easiest, but Mallard, Black Mallard 
and all pond-ducks readily adjust themselves 
domestic conditions, and become very 
has also raised the Wild Geese, 
them all fairly sensible, excepting the Canada 
Geese, which, says, have not sense 
under shelter even when the thermometer 
degrees below zero. 


reasonably 


pick the coldest, windiest spot they can find, 


and just stay there. artificial heat 
quired until the thermometer goes beyond 
degrees below zero; and the very cold 
weather, that when more that degrees 
low, the ducks are not allowed into water. 


seems great deal more fatal 


than cold. 


Adjourned.—J. Law, Secretary. 


BIRDS—NESTS—EGGS 


The Oologist 


the only publication 
the United States devoted 
twenty-sixth year. you 
are interested, subscribe 
now. Only Fifty Cents 


per year. 


The Oologist 


Lacon, 


The Boys who KNOW, all Boys who KNOW, all say— 
cannot aim, you cannot hit— 


hear from army live, wide- 
awake American Boys every morn- 
ing, requesting our 160 Page, illus- 
trated Firearm 1 Catalog. 

Why don’t YOU send for copy? 
Mailed for cents stamps. Learn 
all about the famous 


STEVENS 
RIFLES, SHOTGUNS 


PISTOLS, FIREARM 
ACCESSORIES, ETC. 
ship ‘direct, express 


repaid, upon receipt 
of catalog price, 


Tool Co., 


Box 5001 
Chicopee Falls, 


BIRD-LORE 


FOR CHRISTMAS 


The December number 
will contain over 100 pages text, 
and the first plate the series 
Fuertes illustrating 


The Sparrows North 


America Color 


Tell whom you wish send 
for you during 1910(Vol. 
and will forward free copy 
this December number, 10x12 
sepia print, for framing, one the 
most remarkable bird colonies the 
world, and Christmas card giving 
your name as donor. 

ceived with your greeting Christ- 
mas Day, and will follow, 
publisht, the year. 

valuable present, easily made, 

$1.00 year; until Christmas five 
subscriptions for $4.00; three for $2.50 


THE MACMILLAN 


Harrisburg, Pa., 
Fifth Ave., New York City 


the Out Door Life 
Needs Outing Clothing 
Make 


Handsome, Comfort- 
able garmentsof khaki 
and corduroy, made to 
measure for men and 
women. We also sup- 
ply high grade foot 
wear, laced boots, 
moccasiis, still hunters 
_ and sportsmen’s sun- 
dries. 


ALWAYS STOCK 


Taxidermists Guns 
Standard Ammunition 
Fishing Tackle 
Compasses 
Field Glasses 


The Wm. Hoegee Inc. 


138-140-142 Sovth Main St. Los Angeles, Cal. 


When replying to advertisements please mention THE CONDOR 


THE GUN THAT WENT AFRICA 


Above cut shows the finest went Africa with 
the Roosevelt party, selected because the 1909 Ithaca lock 
the simplest and only unbreakable lock; operates 

-625 second, twice fast other locks. Warranted 
out-shoot any other make. Remember make dainty 
little gage guns. 

Catalog FREE. grades, $17.75 net, $300 list. 


ITHACA GUN CO., ITHACA, 


best all-around rifle made. 
With the .32-40 power cartridge 


gun is unsurpassed for shooting deer, antelope, moose * \ f 


mountain sheep, wild goats, elk, bear, etc.; and with the 
short range cartridge it is a safe rifle for settled country where woods f = 1 
chucks, foxes, badgers, etc., afford good sport. 


With the solid top and the ejection, the 
893 Repeater rifle that cannot fail give satisfaction. 
Rain, sleet, snow or other foreign matter cannot reach the action ; | ’ 


lever movement short and easy the aim unspoiled rapid shooting. 


There are hundreds of valuable pointers for_ every 
up-to-date shooter, as well as a full description of all Z 
repeaters,rifles and shotguns, jn the handsome 136-page ** 

Book.” FREE for 3 stamps postage. 


Books and Magazines 


Especially The Condor management wishes ex- 


Bird Publications 


Oologists and Taxidermists Instruments. 
Finley’s American Birds - - - $1 45 


change for purchase any numbers the 


Feathered Game the Northeast—Rich Condor, Vols. and Address, 
Forest and Stream and New anaes to 
LEE CHAMBERS, Santa Monica, 


Four selected sizes Cut-Lining — Drills I 00 
PROMPT QUOTATIONS. Lists FOR ASKING. 


BENJAMIN HOAG 
Stephentown New York 


California. 


Bulletin the Cooper Ornithological Club 


No. 4—$100 List 


